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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer and conductor. His music has been
performed throughout the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to
professional orchestras. World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of
the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama
and Vice President Biden. He is a recipient of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from
the American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 NBA William
Composition Contest with his work Love and Light, and in 2016 was awarded
Madison University Distinguished Alumni Award from the School of Visu
Arts (the first year the award was given). In the same year, he w
alma mater, the University of Miami, to compose music for the in i itution’s
6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagement
and orchestras, as well as university and professional ens

Directors Association National Conferen
have included the Kennedy Center and
in Australia, Canada and Italy. Currentl

w gagements
‘ : lications for
The FJH Music Company and Assistant Diree and Orche(as owson University.

About the Music Q :
i ool (Gilbert, Arizona) ¢

When Amy Bennett, Assistant Director of Orchestras at Highlan
piece in honor of their orchestra director’s retirement, | absolut
Midwest many years ago when they performed my Lyric
struck by the raw power of the orchestra and how they abs
41 years — after several trips to Midwest, he decided.i

earances

acted me to write a surprise
t the opport | had heard Bill Bitter's group first at
those perfo es that | have never forgotten — | was
rit” —jus e piece requires. Bill has been teaching for
tire at thefén the school year, after his final Midwest
Are) Amazing. itabsolutely was amazing. Throughout the entire

concert, | could not get over the amoun e kids' faceaT were looking at each other with such warmness,

looking at everything Bill did with such

munity, y all moved together so beautifully. It just felt like
one big, warm, beautiful, musical hug.

Before and after the performance, n
And literally every single time they st
everything about this man. He'
and in the music they play.

ts from the or sters approached me to thank me for writing the piece.
g Bill's ret t, they got teary-eyed and choked up a bit. EVERYONE loves
d human being. You see it in the parents, the kids, his staff,

rous
mentl

Amy insisted on having ical moments - Bill’s favorite kind of music. He calls those big, full, beautiful moments

“Highland Moments. anted it to fe phant and heroic, and feel like it was honoring a legend. So basically,

she wanted me to cap | thlngs | things, the emotional things, the loving things, supportive things... And it
gure o h rite a piece about ALL the things. And that's what | have attempted to do.

rays the initial sorrow of Bill's final concert. It was really important that | capture that
to process that. As the music continues, it becomes warmer and more comforting —
rts. Wh llows is a joyful and playful section. When the group performed at Midwest, they played some
with a local fiddleg= theykids looked like they were having SO MUCH fun. And | wanted them to get the opportunity to
ind of fun again, time without the soloist.

, the two idea juxtaposed - the joyful and spirited fiddle music and the opening chorale. This really brings everything
hich was t | wanted to do both in the music and also in the community. It is a moment where tears of joy flow
freely from everyon e room as they celebrate a beautiful moment of a master teacher, musician, colleague, and friend.

All the Thin lovipgly dedicated to Bill Bitter, Director of the Highland High School Orchestra program. It celebrates his amazing
41-year career reminds all of us that a single person can have an enormous impact. Many thanks to the Highland High School
Orchestra Boosters for their full support of this project, and to Amy Bennett for spearheading the entire initiative.

- Brian Balmages
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Duration: 5:00
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BRIAN BALMAGES
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