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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer and conductor. His music has been
performed throughout the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to

professional orchestras. World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also perfo
the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both Pr ent Obama
and Vice President Biden. He is a recipient of the prestigious A. Austin rd from

the American School Band Directors Association, won the 202
Composition Contest with his work Love and Light, and in 2016
Madison University Distinguished Alumni Award from the School o
Arts (the first year the award was given). In the same year, he
alma mater, the University of Miami, to compose music for
6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regula
and orchestras, as well as university and g
Notable guest conducting appearances
International Band Clinic, College Band
Directors Association National Conferen
have included the Kennedy Center and Me
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currently, he i
The FJH Music Company and

%Norld

tern

e cQwool Band

& ing appearances
ell as engagements

tal Publications for
istant Director of Ban rchestras at Towson University.

s born out of th %reason for the piece’s existence. What began
forthe N ||na All-State Symphony Orchestra became a
nce the gn e rehearsals were cancelled due to COVID-19. In an
e experieﬁmany of the musicians, the board of the North Carolina

ir resources to make a virtual string orchestra happen;
ithin a

one of us h hallenged by this pandemic. We have been pushed to our limits,
red momentsjef joy, and struggled through times of sadness. However, as musicians,
we can nevergt our lights go out. We can never stop bringing beauty into a world that

needs it, m w than ever. We can never lose hope, and we must push ahead and find

Ways \,% ur art with others. In other words, we must constantly nurture the fire that

- Brian Balmages
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Duration: 3:30

commissioned by the 2020 North Carolina Honors Orchestra
Ryan E. Ellefsen, Chairperson; Donald J. Walter, NCMEA Orchestra Section Chairperson

THE FIRE WITHIN

BRIAN BALMAGES
Allegro vivace (J.=100) (ASCAP)
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