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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Ken Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both Pres;
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in m
University and his master's degree from the University of Miami
of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from the American Sch
Association and in 2016 was awarded the James Madison Universi
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts (th
In the same year, he was commissioned by his other a

ion bands
utthe world.

Notable guest conducting appearances i [ icfWestern

International Band Clinic, College Band can School Band
Directors Association National Conference . ition@l conducting appearances
have included the Kennedy Center and Meye y% well as engagements
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currently, he is Directo strumental Publications for

The FJH Music Company and tant Director of Bands Orchestras at Towson University.

0
at the Midwesti€linic by the Mount View Middle School String

e state of land!), | was speaking with one of the feeder school
O was very e nal seeing her former students performing at such
e@;venue. That conversation inspired me to recognize

hey do to get students to the level necessary to play

e. | wrote this piece for them, so they too can celebrate the
est Clinic ac ent’in their own way.
ive Before hoven. While the piece is original, it pays homage to Beethoven'’s

Fifth Symphony in many ways. The concept is that musicians need to start somewhere
before they gver ready to tackle a composer like Beethoven. This piece represents the
journey go through with their teachers on their way to playing those “big pieces.”
Condu ill surely notice the many nods (subtle and not so subtle) to the first movement

B oven’s masterpiece, yet the music was written to sound entirely organic (and not
down).

Vive Before Beethoven is dedicated to the string programs at Manor Woods (Bonnie Zietler
nd Sarah Lahan), Waverly (Rebecca Dreyman), and West Friendship (Michael Diener)
Elementary Schools in Howard County, Maryland. It honors their dedication and passion to

g educate the next generation of orchestral musicians.
V - Brian Balmages
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Duration: 2:30

in honor of the string programs at Manor Woods, Waverly, and West Friendship Elementary Schools
(the feeder programs for Mount View Middle School, which performed at the Midwest Clinic)
Bonnie Zietler, Sarah Lahan, Rebecca Dreyman, and Michael Diener; Directors

FIVE BEFORE BEETHOVEN

BRIAN BALMAGES
(ASCAP)
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Hear and download this

piece at www.fjhmusic.com

International Copyright Secured. Made in U.S.A. All Rights Reserved.

Copyright © 2020 The FJH Music Company Inc. (ASCAP).
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