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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Ken Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both Pres;
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in m
University and his master’s degree from the University of Miami
of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from the American Sch
Association and in 2016 was awarded the James Madison Universi
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts (th
In the same year, he was commissioned by his other a

ion bands
utthe world.

Notable guest conducting appearances i [ icfWestern

International Band Clinic, College Band can School Band
Directors Association National Conference . ition@l conducting appearances
have included the Kennedy Center and Meye y% well as engagements
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currently, he is Directo strumental Publications for

The FJH Music Company and tant Director of Bands Orchestras at Towson University.

About t . . gz

The v tle critters” scufiiying about at night inspires the melodic lines and
J throughout this programmatic work. Beginning with the tiniest

ds as new.c join the fun in a playful dialogue between sections
i n arco and pizzicato). The harmonic language moves
nance and slight dissonance (because as we all know,

easan
% and some people are terrified of them!). Dynamics also play
e

ittle
h sic to life as we celebrate the lives of these little critters and

| role in brin
em in actio

life” or notl

Q - Brian Balmages

| hope everyéwill be a fan of Little Critters, regardless of whether you are a fan in “real
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Duration: 2:15

LITTLE CRITTERS

BRIAN BALMAGES
(ASCAP)
Mischievously (J=108)
pizz
o # % - - - N | N |
Violin 1 (—7 & —& i
\\Q_}/ =% h o o
y4
pizz.
TS Q # % = - N N N N
Violin 2 @ 2 & ! & ! & ! &
D) - - .
p
pizz.
Viol ) | } |
iola A - - p 4 — \ r d — g
(Violin 3) >—4 . ® ¢ @ e @ ¢
p
pizz
0 N @ N Py N } N N
Violoncello 4 T— & e —& —
= - \ ! ol !
p
pizz. ‘
N S Pu— — N
Double Bass g & e —& —
S 3 Al < < } €

mp
? ? ? 1 ? 2 1 ? ? ‘ ? ?
& & e i —  — e
3 e . ' ' ' . Ld 3 o
Pno. . - mf EE———— 7 :
. ? I ‘ i I i I ‘ i I ‘ i
7 } r.y | | | | | | | | | | | |
- ¢ % #. S % #. S % #. 4 % #. 4 %
6 ’ 7 ’ 8 ’ 9 o0 '

Hear and download this

piece at www.fjhmusic.com
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