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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Ken Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both Pres;
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in m
University and his master's degree from the University of Miami
of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from the American Sch
Association and in 2016 was awarded the James Madison Universi
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts (th
In the same year, he was commissioned by his other a

ion bands
utthe world.

Notable guest conducting appearances i [ icfWestern
International Band Clinic, College Band chool Band
Directors Association National Conference . ition@hc uctlng appearances
have included the Kennedy Center and Meye y% well as engagements
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currently, he is Directo strumental Publications for

The FJH Music Company and tant Director of Bands Orchestras at Towson University.

with a youn oup. As with other pieces | have done, this work

ced solo sui or a guest artist / professional / outstanding student
mounger student. In this case, | wanted to give the

lly provide for some wonderful expressive opportunities

W,
asi %mical skill. The result, Deliberate Diversions, gets its name

the way it rea @ nt erent styles very intentionally, yet always with a common

is;one of a serlés es commissioned by groups looking to feature

piano alone ting more performance opportunities for the soloist.

In addition toée orchestral version, it is possible to have the solo violin perform with

lversions was commissioned by Fiddle Fusion (Davis Middle School) and the
String Orchestra; Mike Brosius and Matthew R. Hawley, Directors. It was written
e Dr. Juan Carlos Ortega, an incredible violinist and educator who has been
do ng his time to these programs for many years and inspiring countless students.
he piece was premiered at the Ohio Music Educators Association state conference with
r Ortega performing alongside the Dublin Youth String Orchestra.

- Brian Balmages

Other pieces by Brian Balmages featuring soloist with younger orchestra

(All pieces include advanced and more approachable solo parts)

Celtica (solo violin)
Danza Latina (solo viola or solo violin)

It Takes One to Tango (solo cello or solo euphonium)
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Duration: 4:30 for the students in Fiddle Fusion and the Dublin Youth String Orchestra

Dublin, Ohio; Mike Brosius and Matthew R. Hawley, Directors; Dr. Juan Carlos Ortega, Soloist

DELIBERATE DIVERSIONS

for solo violin and string orchestra
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