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The Arranger

Carrie Lane Gruselle is recently retired from teaching strings for the Appleton Area
School District in Appleton, Wisconsin. Actively involved with the Wiscongil\MEA
Comprehensive Musicianship through Performance Project, she is also pa

Music Company, and co-author of the new FJH method serie
for Strings. The arrangements and compositions she has written
are studied and performed regularly worldwide.

Ms. Gruselle holds a Bachelor of Music Education d
a Masters of Music Education with Suzuki Emphasis ns Point.

About the Music

The Planets is a suite of seven movements writte betweeQ and 1916 by English
composer Gustav Holst. This is an arrangement of t fromt the three planets closest
to the sun. Holst's suite inclGded neither Earth nor P Pluto was not discovered until
1930, but this is irrelev is intent was to score musical images of only the planets
associated with the Zo btitles of ea@:vement are references to the

ancient gods assogi lanets.
M d ¢ ‘
ercury, Messenger
‘s is th t est to thesunjand in the fastest orbit around the sun. In the
o th ote arpegg ould flow buoyantly and seamlessly between the
sect ‘ S

meas 1the E hmﬂc, which sets up the ostinato, is the octave harmonic on

E string pla it finger. It changes to a B in measure 26. This harmonic can
layed on t with the 4th finger in first position. Select just a few players
e harmonics'se they are audible yet in the background, and so that the voices in
the upper stsings at measure 14 are in balance. Consecutive staccatos should be off the
string, en@g fanfares.

enus, the Bringer of Peace

Venus is the brightest star in the nighttime sky. Its perpetual cloud cover supports the
musical choices made by Holst. Descriptions of this movement include the words simple,
peaceful, calm, soothing, tranquil, serene and mystical. Intonation must be attended to
for the clustered chord structures to be effective, in stark contrast to the following
movement.

Mars, the Bringer of War

Mars is the red planet and corresponds to the bloodshed of war. The asymmetrical beat
pattern in the ostinato supports the fierce and resolute nature of the movement. At
measure 93 the upper strings are asked to divide and half play col legno—that is,
tapping the string at pitch with the wood of the bow. This applies to the ostinato only.
Naturale indicates that all should bow normally. From measure 126 to the end,
performers must embrace and affirm the dissonances. When the dissonances resolve,
the pitches must be beautifully in tune for closure.

- Carrie Lane Gruselle
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Venus, the Bringer of Peace
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