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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
g World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Ken Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both Pres;
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in m
University and his master's degree from the University of Miami
of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from the American Sch
Association and in 2016 was awarded the James Madison Universi
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts (th
In the same year, he was commissioned by his other a

ion bands
utthe world.

Notable guest conducting appearances i [ icfWestern

International Band Clinic, College Band chool Band
Directors Association National Conference . ition@hc uctlng appearances
have included the Kennedy Center and Meye y% well as engagements
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currently, he is Directo strumental Publications for

The FJH Music Company and tant Director of Bands Orchestras at Towson University.

ed on four French &ongs and was written for groups that may not
ing like St. Paul'siuite or Capriol Suite (though | would hope advanced
e musicalit is piece and not be detracted by its approachability).
is a |ight—@ setting of a song that tells the story of a woman who
is trying, t . There are some playful harmonic interactions
@f interaction between sections. The second movement is a
rying to get their little brother to fall asleep. It begins over a
more harmonically complex as the movement develops. The third
“At the Clear Spring (or Fountain).” It is a spritely setting of a song
about some ho is sad about having lost their beloved, yet a happy nightingale is singing
and the bea spring water looks so inviting. The final movement describes an eccentric
person same name. The song is quite satirical in nature, thus the playfulness of the
st movement also pays homage to The Dargason, the last movement of

t. Paul’s Suite. Much like the Holst piece, this movement develops around the melody
(ra han the melody itself developing). There are some fun references to Holst throughout,
|nc|ud|ng some of the surrounding rhythms, counterpoint, harmonic language and

ent translate

xtaposmon of technical and lyrical passages. | highly recommend having students listen
to the Finale of St. Paul’s Suite and compare it to the final movement of Suite Versailles.

Su:te Versailles was commissioned by the Virginia Band and Orchestra Directors
Association and premiered by the All-Virginia Orchestra. The goal of the commission was
to write something that would be musically fulfilling for a group that easily plays grade 6
music, yet be approachable by a great many programs throughout the state. | am thrilled
with the result and hope many orchestras enjoy this introduction to some of the standards
they will play in the future.

- Brian Balmages

ST6486



commissioned by the Virginia Band and Orchestra Directors Association

Duration: 7:30
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lll. A la Claire Fontaine
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V. Cadet Rousselle

Allegro non troppo (J. =120)
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