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Instrumentatio

1 - Conductor’s Full Score
8 - Violin 1

8 - Violin 2

5 - Violin 3 (Vi
5 - Viola
5 - Violonce
5- ass *

Q@ FJH is now using a high-speed sorting system for parts.

a result, all single page parts are collated before multiple page parts.
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The Composer

Rick Hirsch (B.A. University of Massachusetts-Amherst; M.M. Northern lllinois University)
is an award-winning composer and arranger who began his career as a personal music
copyist for Bob Mintzer and Toshiko Akiyoshi. He has written music for jazz icons Yusef
Lateef and Tito Puente, the Capitol Quartet, and the storied Penn State Blue Band, to name

Rick Hirsch’s BIG OL' BAND released their acclaimed album, P
the vibrant under-the-radar jazz scenes beyond the big cities. Hir
PA with his wife and daughters.

About the Music

Trailblaze is a sweeping, driving work an the
first two measures. You'll hear the main m r several time ughout, as it
is structured in a modified rondo form. your orches&vil ave something

to sink his/her teeth into, as there are sub oFevery section,

even the basses!
Trailblaze was composed as of a seven—movemc@ite commissioned by the
entire music departmentgat H aysburg Area High Scheol (PA). It was premiered
by the HAHS Chamber cted by Ste ie Everett. The entire suite paid
tribute to the rich hi tral Penns town. Trailblaze aims to capture
the excitement in t is tiny town coming a gateway to the western
frontier throu e Alle
Here are s

mountaigs$.
*
tions to get h&o out of your orchestra:
‘ 1. music wi iving sense of time and rhythm.
ring out the acc@d be clear with articulations.
3. easure 7@ cellos and basses should really dig in.

4. There chords with Major 7th / minor 2nd intervals (e.g. m. 52, m. 76).
Take a litt tra time to help your students hear the correct tuning and blend.

wit students. Identify the initial theme as ‘A’ and ask your students to
and label the other themes. Then you can write an outline on the board
shows the sequence of themes (e.g. AA BB AA' etc....)

5. wrehearsal experience is to discuss and evaluate the song’s structure

06. Drop me a line if you have any questions. And have fun!

- Rick Hirsch

String Editing: Carrie Lane Gruselle



for the Hollidaysburg Area Senior High School (PA) Chamber Strings

Duration: 2:00

Stephanie Everett, Director
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