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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
g World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Ken Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both Pres;
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in m
University and his master's degree from the University of Miami
of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from the American Sch
Association and in 2016 was awarded the James Madison Universi
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts (th
In the same year, he was commissioned by his other a

ion bands
utthe world.

Notable guest conducting appearances i [ icfWestern

International Band Clinic, College Band chool Band
Directors Association National Conference . ition@hc uctlng appearances
have included the Kennedy Center and Meye y% well as engagements
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currently, he is Directo strumental Publications for

The FJH Music Company and tant Director of Bands Orchestras at Towson University.

e versatlon with commissioner Jason
f the Mounta V| High School Chamber Orchestra in California).

vative learning and was brainstorming ideas to
@nt to a commission that otherwise would have been
in touch with a local 3D design engineer and came up
i (o feat e rinted string quartet with string orchestra. At the time, neither
was sure as |nstruments would ultimately sound like, and he was playing
with the i aklng them electric with some form of pickup. Thus began the

s of writing a plece for four string instruments that no one had ever heard!

As | began Iating concepts, | found out that the group was going to be touring

Ireland |ng year. | immediately started thinking of Irish music, and the idea of a
|e piece flooded into my mind. In essence, | pictured a few musicians walking

yard in Ireland. One by one, they find some scrap instruments, pick them up,

playing. Eventually, they start to develop a groove and are joined by the rest of
the orchestra (I have no idea how the rest of the orchestra wound up in the junkyard, but just
o with it). While the piece is not based on a specific Irish folksong, it draws on elements

ranging from a traditional pub band to Irish stepdance.

The soloists can play on electronic or acoustic instruments (similar to my Urban Concerto
Grosso). Directors may even want to include some staging (such as having just 1 or 2 soloists
on stage to begin, then the others coming out to join them as their parts begin). More than
anything, the piece needs to feel alive and fun!

Irish Junkyard Jam was commissioned by the Mountain View High School Chamber
Orchestra (Jason Kneebone, conductor) in Mountian View, California.

- Brian Balmages
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Duration: 4:45 commissioned by the Mountain View High School Chamber Orchestra

Mountain View, California; Jason Kneebone, Conductor

IRISH JUNKYARD JAM

for string quartet and string orchestra BRIAN BALMAGES
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