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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy
Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as pagt of the
2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both P
Obama and Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in mu
James Madison University and his master's degree from the Uni i
Florida. He is a recipient of the prestigious A. Austin Hardin

(the first year the award was given). In the same year, h
other alma mater, the University of Miami, to compos
institution’s 6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys reg y i r
bands and orchestras, as well as unive SSi out the
world. Notable guest conducting app ﬁt Iinic,

Western International Band Clinic, Co n merican

= and others.“Additional conducting
appearances have included the Kennedy € and MeyerhoffiSymphony Hall as well
as engagements in Australia, Canada and Italy. Curr helis/Director of

he FJH Music Compa Assistant Director of Bands

‘%ﬁhool music program in honor of the retirement

, iverside Celebration is an energetic piece that

f the students that thrived under her direction for

ly with a driving energetic rhythm, the music features a

e entionally designed to stay with the listener long

%tive of how music teachers never “really” retire!). The music

ves in and o imple meter changes that help create additional momentum

e music de n addition to the opening energetic section, there are

ents of slight'estrain (such as measure 48) and just carefree childlike fun (such as

measure 9@:ythm, of course, plays a critical role in the piece, ultimately creating the

entire can which the melodic lines are painted. Optional percussion is included,
but n uired. In this particular case, Patty began her career as a general music
h adding some simple percussion instruments both enhanced the celebratory
of the piece and paid homage to her roots as a teacher of Orff instruments.

sicians should not be afraid to dig into the string and bring out the syncopated
rhythms throughout the piece. | would suggest having all students play the violin
rhythm in measure 1 together (all other instruments have it later in the piece — viola in
measure 5, cello in measure 9, and bass in measure 17). Having everyone play it at the
same time will really allow them to focus on matching articulation, note length, and overall
style. Teachers should also note that adding percussion will significantly help stabilize
the ensembile, so | strongly encourage using student percussionists if they are available!

V - Brian Balmages

ST6457



commissioned by the Hauser Junior High School Music Department

Duration: 3:00

Riverside, lllinois; in honor of the retirement of Patricia Gill

A RIVERSIDE CELEBRATION
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