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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy
Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the
2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President
Obama and Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in musie from
James Madison University and his master’s degree from the University ofiMiamijin
Florida. He is a recipient of the prestigious A. Austin Harding/Award from“the American
School Band Directors Association and in 2016 was awarded the James Madison
University Distinguished Alumni Award from the School of Visual andRerforming Arts
(the first year the award was given). In the same year, hegii@g@commissioned by his
other alma mater, the University of Miami, to composg music fonthe inauguration afthe
institution’s 6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regdlar engagements with all-state afiel region
bands and orchestras, as well as university and professionaliensembles threughout the
world. Notable guest conducting appearances have included the Miéwest Clinic,
Western International Band Clinic, College Band Djrectors Confe@ncegAmerican
School Band Directors Association National €onferehce and others.“Additional conducting
appearances have included the Kennedy Centerand MeyethoffiSymphony Hall as well
as engagements in Australia, Canada and Italy. Curregily, helis'Director of
Instrumental Publications fqf The FJH Music Companyjand Assistant Director of Bands
and Orchestras at Towson University.

Program Notes

Written infthe months leading up to%the 2018 Winter Olympics, this piece exemplifies
the building\excitement and anticipation surrounding some of the most amazing and
competitive games on Earth. Thémusic chronicles these athletes as they push their
bodiestand minds to the lindit'and beyond, willing themselves to be stronger, faster,
and smarter.

The soft openingdmas apeaceful, yet bold and determined quality to it. In addition to
foreshadowing¢he powerful music that follows, it creates a sense of peace and clarity —
something that many of these incredible athletes are able to find as part of their
training regimen. As the tempo quickens, aggressive rhythms juxtapose with soaring
melodies @nd harmonic moments filled with tension and release. An optional harp part
is incluged pfoviding an additional beautiful texture throughout.

Rise of the Olympians was commissioned by Orchard Park Middle School (New York)
and eonductor Julie Schara. It was made possible through generous funding by the
Orehard Park Foundation for Academic Excellence.

- Brian Balmages



Duration: 3:30

commissioned by Orchard Park Middle School (New York) with generous funding by the
Orchard Park Foundation for Academic Excellence; Julie Schara, Conductor

RISE OF THE OLYMPIANS
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