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The Composer

Rick Hirsch (B.A. University of Massachusetts-Amherst; M.M. Northern lllinois University)
is an award-winning composer and arranger who began his career as a personal music
copyist for Bob Mintzer and Toshiko Akiyoshi. He has written music for jazz icons Yusef
Lateef and Tito Puente, the Capitol Quartet, and the storied Penn State Blue Band, to name

the vibrant under-the-radar jazz scenes beyond the big cities. Hir
PA with his wife and daughters.

About the Music

Grand Central is a rhythmic, energetig
first measure. You'll also hear a contra
a little breather from the main motif. A
great performed with strings alone, with'e

e syncopate h;rd in the
\nd-answerth which offers
e of this w&s that it sounds

r

percussjo ith a drum set

ork built ¢

player. You choose!
Grand Central was commiss d by middle school Qf teacher Matt Shaffer
(Mount Nittany MS and st MS in State College;?PA). His instructions were:

write something catch e a section e his students can improvise.

The music was deli d his stude thout a title. After learning and
rehearsing the musi le months udent musicians agreed that it
reminded the nergetic ace. Someone mentioned New
York’ Station and th? as born.

jons to gﬁ ost out of your orchestra:
is musi riving sense of time and rhythm.
ing out theQ d be clear with articulations.

3. Improvi fully through establishing comfort with the Mixolydian
mode (i d having some rhythmic vocabulary in the context of the
music. (See'#5 below.)

e improvisations with solo and/or group efforts in which several

ors go at it simultaneously.
: a rehearsing with call and response over the improvisation section. You (or a

student ‘caller’) can play a simple 1- or 2-measure phrase, and have the

rest of the orchestra try to play it back. This will help the students gain

vocabulary and comfort level in playing ‘off the script’ of the written music.

6. Repeat the improvisation sections as many, or few, times as you wish.

Drop me a line if you have any questions. Have fun!

- Rick Hirsch

String Editing: Carrie Lane Gruselle
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)" A
V.

guide notes (provided for

all instruments)

‘#1 Open for Improvisations (D Mixolydian mode)‘
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‘#2 (on cue) Open for Improvisations (D"Mix6lydian mode)‘
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