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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer,
and performer. The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestr
performed throughout the world with commissions ranging from elemen
to professional orchestras. World premieres include prestigious ve
Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff Sympho
also performed as part of the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Pr
was attended by both President Obama and Vice President Bi
bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison Universi

same year, he was commissioned by |
to compose music for the inauguratio
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As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regule 2 gements@ll—state and region
bands and orchestras, as well as university and prana sembles throughout

the world. Notable guest c cting appearances h cluded the Midwest Clinic,

Western International Band ic, College Band Directops Conference, American
School Band Director

n National Conference and others. Additional
conducting appea ded the K Center and Meyerhoff
Symphony Hall as alia, Canada and Italy. Currently,

he is Director he FJH Music Company and
Assistant s at Towson University.

gés ................................... |

aggressive gd-meter work relies heavily on pulse and the mixed placement of
accents to zate a great deal of momentum. The work makes extensive use of simple

f Bands and Oréhe

double st create big layers of sound that contrast with lighter, more delicate
mom entioned, placement of accents is crucial, particularly in the opening
:%?{ The first three measures can theoretically be felt over two 4/4 measures,
ndthis helps explain the importance of the accents as they are not intended to
"symmetrical." It is also important to note the contrasting marcato and legato
\ passages that are specifically marked throughout the middle of the work. The end of

the work is one massive crescendo, and special attention should be paid to terraced
dynamics and texture changes (as additional sections and double stops are added).
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Originally presented through social media, this is my first “crowd sourced” commission. It was an ideal way to make
the project available to many schools that may not otherwise be able to be involved in a commission due to funding
constraints. The consortium members include the following schools:

North Gwinnett Middle School — Sugar Hill, GA; Sarah Black, Amy Clement and Matt Thomas
Bridle Path / Montgomery Select String Ensemble — Lansdale, PA; Ralph Jackson
Highland High School - Gilbert, AZ; Bill Bitter

Colgan High School — Manassas, VA; Ben Bernstein

Westminster High School — Westminster, MD; Brian Frazier

Elkridge Landing Middle School - Elkridge, MD; Valerie Lawrence

Faubion Middle School Orchestra — McKinney, TX; Kari Zamora and Christine Glass
Mountain Range High School — Westminster, CO; Danielle Johnson
Spruce Creek High School - Port Orange, FL; John Dupuis

Cockrill Middle School — McKinney, TX; Nicole Brown and John Powels
Ramona High School - Riverside, CA; Brian Gallagher

Damascus High School - Damascas, MD; Charlie Doherty
Saint Francis Preparatory School - Fresh Meadows, NY; Robert Johnston

Heritage High School - Frisco, TX; Elizabeth Balkema

Robert Morgan Educational Center — Miami, FL; Jessica Amor ennaro Diaz
Paschal High School - Fort Worth, TX; Dianne Babcock 6
Frost Middle School / Churchill High School - Livo 5 hael'J. Rais 0

Kilmer Middle School; Vienna, VA; Marci Swif

Center Grove Middle School Ce reenwood,

ayton, MO; Annﬁr
John T. Baker Mi Damasc s Mike Kamuf

Averill Pa ¢ veri%ﬁ/ﬂchael Blostein

;, Ashley Carney and Samuel Fritz

— Prince Fredebick, MD; Cheryl Blockland
dle Schx?Gaithersburg, MD; lan Stuart
le Middle School ? ale, IL; Gretchen Pearson Nerad
illicothe, OH; Luke Furniss

othe High Scl%

i i h Edgewater, MD; Gerald Cavanaugh
Sartarti iddiggool — Sugar Land, TX; Ann Victor
Forest @Me School - Gaithersburg, MD; Hilary Szczublewski

Avon Middle School North — Avon, IN; Keith Ziolkowski
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Hear and download this
piece at www.fjhmusic.com

Copyright © 2017 The FJH Music Company Inc. (ASCAP).
International Copyright Secured. Made in U.S.A. All Rights Reserved.
Any duplication is an infringement of U.S. copyright law.

WARNING! The music, text, design, and graphics in this publication are protected by copyright law.
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