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The Composer

Gary Fagan is a Maryland native. He completed his undergraduate degree in music
education at Bridgewater College in 1973 and his masters degree in music education
from James Madison University in 1975. In 1973 he became a band instructor in
Albemarle County, Virginia where he taught band for 36 years. He retired in 2009 and
is currently serving as a University Supervisor and adjunct faculty member teaching

by the University of Virginia Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa. In
Outstanding Educator Award from the Virginia Governor’s

Who Among America’s Teachers.

A member of A.S.C.A.P., the Percussive Arts Societ
Fraternity, and the National Band Association
Educators National Conference and the
Association. He is also a percussioni
Municipal Band. He is also active as ¢
composing and arranging for band.

e
also active in the@c

?s
e Charlottesville
and adjudicatQr i dition to

Mr. Fagan has over seventy published co s for conc &nd and string
orchestra, eight of which were performed at the Mid nd Orchestra Clinic
in Chicago. One of his comp@sitions was performed White House several

years ago and at the inaugu n ceremony for formerGovernor Douglas Wilder
in Richmond, VA.
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is a nove iece offering a comedic change of pace for your
Ato cheek introduction to the performance relates to
\&‘ction has just informed the director that it has joined

@ ich requires its members to adhere to some hilarious

director is that, “due to union regulations” the first violins are to receive
llowing “accemmodations.”

Verse 1 - 1l notes as written.
Verseaa only slightly more than 50% of notes written in verse 1.
@3 =Play indicated rhythms but give the left hand a rest.
4 — This is the “improvisation” verse. Players may play any notes they desire.

\ Verse 5 — Required break: only 1 more note is to be played for the remainder of the
piece.

These rules create havoc with the piece and the comedic possibilities are limited only by
the director’s imagination. During the piece, the non-union players become so fed up
that the first violins are no longer playing that they decide to sing their part for them
in measures 120-122.

Directors should feel free to add statements to the audience which to increase the comedic
effect, and they are also encouraged to act “upset” while conducting the piece because
the first violins are “ruining” the song.

The composer hopes that students and directors alike will have a lot of fun with this piece
and be able to share the ensemble’s sense of humor with the audience.

ST6419



Duration: 2:15

STRING PLAYERS’ UNION
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Accommodation 1 - playing only some notes
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some time off

Accommodation 2 - left hand gets
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Accommodation 3 - left hand
free time - can play any note
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(As written)
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Accommodation 4 - required break - only 1 note needed.
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