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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University

and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and internatio
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated gro

Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the
Compositional Excellence, presented by the Internati

. f
honium Associ@

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements (3 all-state@
regional honor bands and orchestras a i nd prof 1 groups.
Notable guest conducting appearan i i Westem
International Band Clinic, National A iati usic Educators, ican

School Band Directors Association, C eyerhoff
Symphony Hall. He has also served as ental Conducting

and Acting Symphonic Band Director at niversi@aryland.

blications for The FJH
des in Baltimore with his

Director of Instrume
derdale, Florida. He 1|

Currently, Mr. Balmages is t

The music herein b onse to nu Qgedies unfolding around the world — mass
i eatment cﬁormes by police (including my own city of Baltimore)
, to name a h nce [ began writing, the tragedies continued - terrorist

otings, an gee crises involving refugees fleeing North Africa and the
his, I often t to the arts for comfort as so many others do. My goal with this
eate a musical @ent of peace — a time when the listener and performer will be drawn

aos of the wo d surrounded by absolute calm. A time when emotions can run

place an ge number of musicians can come together in a single, musical voice.
p res ar er of emotions, but ties them all together with a unifying theme that
omotes the peac all desperately need.
usic is s d for double string orchestra. Ideally, orchestra 1 is to the conductor’s left and
orc

tra 2 is t rlght If that is not possible, the piece can certainly be performed in a standard
configuratiom. h a situation, I prefer to divide the orchestra so that Violin 1 and 2 (left) would take
up the space a traditional violin 1 section would occupy. Violin 1 and 2 (right) would then occupy the
space o @ aditional Violin 2 section, etc. The spatial element of the piece was inspired by Ralph Vaughan
Wll@ h: ing and powerful Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Tallis. While Vaughan Williams also calls

for ng quartet, A Moment for Peace calls for soloists from every section of both orchestras — single

%e emerging from the masses
'oment for Peace was commissioned by the Virginia Band and Orchestra Directors Association in
celebration of its 75th anniversary. The piece was premiered by the All-Virginia Orchestra; Dr. Kathleen

Horvath, conductor.
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premiered by the All-Virginia Orchestra

A MOMENT FOR PEACE

commissioned by VBODA to celebrate its 75th anniversary

Duration: 7:00

(ASCAP)

BRIAN BALMAGES

(for double orchestra)
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poco rit.

Tempo I, con amore

poco rit.
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poco rit.

A tempo
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solo

A tempo, dolce
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rit.

A tempo

poco rit.

con moto
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con moto, molto espressivo
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