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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University

and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and internatio
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated gro

Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the
Compositional Excellence, presented by the Internati

. f
honium Associ@

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements (3 all-state@
regional honor bands and orchestras a i nd prof 1 groups.
Notable guest conducting appearan i i Westem
International Band Clinic, National A usic Educators, ican

School Band Directors Association, C

a eyerhoff
Symphony Hall. He has also served as E ental Conducting

and Acting Symphonic Band Director at University in‘tMaryland.

blications for The FJH
des in Baltimore with his

Director of Instrume
derdale, Florida. He 1|

Currently, Mr. Balmages is t

wife Lisa and their tw

can best be describ tling exp e with a touch of curiosity and anxiousness. My intent
was to compo i that was ext y able, yet [ wanted it to sound like a legitimate film score

d down. T part is required (and very playable) and serves as an integral
s well as the ebchestration. An optional celesta part is included as well — this
a\nd adds a great deal to the mildly disturbing mood of the piece.

inner, The aéa% Funhouse takes the listener on an eerie tour that

y h notes. Even though the piece is in 3/4 time, | have taken great

o@tribution so students do not get “stuck” at one end of the bow. There is
s a half note and a quarter note (and it occurs at the end of a phrase).

majority of ever oves by stepwise motion to help students with note reading while also

a ing them ﬁzelo a good hand frame. All string crossings involve an open string.
e

Violin

Instrument r e as follows, and only use the notes of a D Major scale.
Violin 1 &ve D Major scale
iola — 5 notes (D through A)

6 notes (D through B)

c teacher Alison Tunison. My son was a student at Lutherville Lab before we were redistricted to

other school. We will always treasure the time we spent there.

R
The ndoned Funhouse was written for the Lutherville Laboratory String Orchestra and instrumental
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Duration: 2:00 for the Lutherville Laboratory String Orchestra
Lutherville, Maryland, Alison Tunison, conductor

THE ABANDONED FUNHOUSE

BRIAN BALMAGES
(ASCAP)
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