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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University

and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and internatio
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated gro

Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the
Compositional Excellence, presented by the Internati

. f
honium Associ@

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements (3 all-state@
regional honor bands and orchestras a i nd prof 1 groups.
Notable guest conducting appearan i i Westem
International Band Clinic, National A iati usic Educators, ican

School Band Directors Association, C eyerhoff
Symphony Hall. He has also served as ental Conducting

and Acting Symphonic Band Director at niversi@aryland.

blications for The FJH
des in Baltimore with his

Director of Instrume
derdale, Florida. He 1|

Currently, Mr. Balmages is t

nQy rewarding piece that also happens to be an

an energet
excellent vehicle fo remforcu‘@r 1 fingerings (violin / viola), “backward” extensions
(cello), and h (bass). Th rit the instances occur with Eb and Bb on the D and A
strings respec ost instru to explore the same pattern on other strings as well.
ed seconds h as Eb to F¥) and focuses on simple finger patterns that help
n the musicalit

Fire in the Bow was

ly in the Phrygian mode (D -Eb-F-G-A-Bb - C - D), the music also
ime in G minor and even moves into an F minor tonal center for a bit
le to students at this level!). Eventually, the harmonies settle back into the
enter of%t this time in the Aeolian mode (D -E-F-G-A-Bb - C - D). The resulting harmonic

Qhe piece.
@‘ nt opener or closer with its fiery rhythmic pulse and daring
tort

colors achieved through such dynamic tonal shifts are a great way to stretch young ears without requiring
extended te ue. Students should be encouraged to play into the tense harmonic moments and to
enjoy them! ey signature utilizes only one flat due to the competition of the outer harmonic tonal
centers rygian to D Aeolian) and I decided that the ending harmony was the final “resting place,”

key signature to reflect that.

sol
Enjﬁis boisterous, raucous, and energetic romp that leaves no prisoners (except for your ensemble,
\s '

ibis not nearly as hard to play as it sounds)!
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FIRE IN THE BOW

of the Tuscaloosa City Schools; Dr. Anne C. Witt, founder

to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the Strings in the Schools program
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Violin 1

Violin 2

Violin 3
(Viola T.C.)
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Hear and download this
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Viola
Violoncello
Double Bass

Piano

Vin.1
Vin. 2
Vel.
D.B.
Piano

Vin. 3
(Vla. T.C.)
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