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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University

the prestlglous Albert Austin Harding Award from the
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of t
Compositional Excellence, presented by the Internat

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys en i a
regional honor bands and orchestra i nd professienal groups.

Notable guest conducting appearanc d the Midwest{Clinic, Western

International Band Clinic, National A usic Educ erican
School Band Directors Association, CE nedy Ce t%nd Meyerhoff
Symphony Hall. He has also served as an A ﬁr mental Conducting
and Acting Symphonic Band Director at Towson Uni it aryland.

irector of Instrumen ublications for The FJH
erdale, Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his

Currently, Mr. Balmages is
Music Company Inc. i

mme from the impulse I had to write the piece.

he tit is piece i C
anted to write @ that had great energy, yet was extremely playable by
ents. Hered of specific features:

struments u otes within a one octave D major scale (and most use far less).
There are ighth notes and all musical lines primarily involve stepwise motion.
All string ings involve an open string (cello and bass have a few exceptions)
and ruments (including bass) stay in 1st position.

olm 1 - Full D Major scale

Encourage students to capture the energy of the title and play aggressively.
While not marked, I encourage musical phrasing to give the piece more life.
A couple of suggestions:

Violin 2 / Viola - 5 notes (D through A)
Q Cello / Bass - 6 notes (D through B)

ST6389

Measure 1-2: the melody in violin 1 and 2 can crescendo (so the peak of
the phrase is on the 5th note). This continues throughout the piece.
Measures 39-40: crescendo into measure 41.
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Duration: 1:15
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