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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated gr
ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Mia
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012,
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the Amer
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey
Compositional Excellence, presented by the International

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements
regional honor bands and orchestras along w1th u
Notable guest conducting appearances h g
International Band Clinic, National Ass
School Band Directors Association, (

r, rhoff
Symphony Hall. He has also served a j >ssor of Inst ua%ﬂ Conducting
and Acting Symphonic Band Directo ] ersity in %y nd.
Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Director o

L@OHS for The FJH
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, Florlda HeQes altimore with his

wife Lisa and their two son

bou sic

wor portra on as a living being. Particularly in children’s
bo ne ca d countl ustrations of the moon with a face on it, experiencing
wid of emotions. ce is written from the perspective of the “living
oon” - e in spac e looking at the Earth. The music portrays the sometimes
ely feeling of , away from all the life on Earth. There are also moments of
fort as the udly watches over us, almost as a parent watches over his
r chlldren from a distance. Despite feeling alone throughout the day, the moon
emerges a t to light the sky and make us feel safer on those darkest of nights.
This lulla y own personal way of returning the favor.

to the musical aspects of the piece, there are a lot of great teaching
hroughout Students can focus on bow distribution and strengthen the

of the left hand through the use of double stops (always with one open string)
throughout the work. Students playing violin 1 get a short passage with optional 3rd
posmon work. Upper strings also have a short passage that uses tremolo. Violists

and cellists get ample time on the C string (which I find to be sadly overlooked at
this grade level).

Lullaby to the Moon was commissioned by the North Bethesda (Maryland) Middle
School Advanced Orchestra and orchestra director Monica L. Hepburn.
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Bethesda, Maryland; Monica L. Hepburn, Director
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LULLABY TO THE MOON

commissioned by the North Bethesda Middle School Advanced Orchestra

Adagio lirico (J

Duration: 4:15
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A tempo, brillante
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