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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Philli

International Band Clinic, National Association for
School Band Directors Association, CBDNA, the K
Symphony Hall. He has also served as an Adj

i g e FJH
i w e with his

Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd
wife Lisa and their two sons.

About the

The music

ﬁ&g a particularly wonderful stretch of
ppy and it was wonderful to see how she
ldren to be more responsible and caring.

, and on bql days [ would take her for a walk around the
fresh ai d for both of us and helped inspire me with
when [ got back tudio. Rather than write a programatic piece, |
velop a based on the emotion of joy itself. The music is uplifting
lighthearte a cludes moments of "intense happiness" and euphoria.

ically, it se lore the various aspects of joy (I think we can all agree that
are numerous)levels of feeling “joyful”).

Forever Jtﬁwas commissioned by the Michigan School Band and Orchestra
Associatio trict 7. It was made possible with additional sponsorship from the
follo chool programs:

nt Middle School Orchestra

ville Middle School Orchestras
Grand Haven Lakeshore Middle School Orchestra
Mona Shores Middle School Orchestra

Muskegon Middle School Orchestra
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