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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Philli

International Band Clinic, National Association for
School Band Directors Association, CBDNA, the K
Symphony Hall. He has also served as an Adj

e FJH

i %ﬂe with his

Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd
wife Lisa and their two sons.

About the

Composers arly in n&slaey encounter throughout their careers.
On sever , I have wrltte that paid homage to various composers
t have ically influence thls particular case, it was the music of three

ent ¢ hat inspi and it became my task to compose a work that
hese us style@ ingle cohesive work. The title, Rhythm Dances,

is bo the type of m cused on with each composer — the energetic
medi alop by abalevsky, Harmonielehre by John Adams (particularly

first movem e more intense and violent moments in the Rite of Spring
or Stravin these three composers are extraordinarily different

represent a e range of style periods and schools of composition), the

rhythmic i sity of this music is a clear common thread. Thus, without borrowing
specifical these composers, it became an interesting challenge to incorporate
the e of their music while maintaining my own voice. The result is a wild

1ncludes moments of lightheartedness, unabashed lyricism, and intense
ic outbursts. A riveting performance will take an audience on an emotional
coaster as the musical lines trot, stumble, float, run, and eventually barrel into
the dynamic conclusion.

Rhythm Dances was jointly commissioned by the Kilmer Middle School Symphonic

: Orchestra and the Vienna Summer Strings (Vienna, Virginia); Marci Swift and Heather

Yacovissi, Directors. It was premiered at the Virginia Music Educators Conference by
the Kilmer Middle School Symphonic Orchestra under the direction of Marci Swift.
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Duration: 3:30

commissioned by the Kilmer Middle School Symphonic Orchestra and the Vienna Summer Strings
Vienna, Virginia;, Marci Swift and Heather Yacovissi, Directors

RHYTHM DANCES

BRIAN BALMAGES
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