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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Philli

International Band Clinic, National Association for
School Band Directors Association, CBDNA, the K
Symphony Hall. He has also served as an Adj

i g e FJH
i % e with his

Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd
wife Lisa and their two sons.
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ad thg oﬁt@ﬁy to write for the South Carolina
w [ wanted the harness the folk nature of a fiddle
ufns” that I ofte e in my music. In this particular case,
e nonstop characteristic of moto perpetuo. Thus, the

About the Music

I have always been a fan of fiddle
State Fiddling Champion, | imme
tune along with some of the “twis
[ wanted to combine the
title Perpetual Fiddle Motio

The main theme (whi of core % rhythmic elements) is presented immediately.
Then the elements are oken 1v1dually developed, and finally put back together with
i e music focuses purely on rhythmic elements. The ensemble
ent rhythms — the first is a common fiddle rhythm, while the
second (i.e ; “tri ”the pace, yet the music still maintains its intensity and pulse.
@2, where a basic fugue develops. Ultimately, this moves into a more
i e ¢ with the subtle rhythmic pulse of the opening in the background.
élements begin to merge back together and ultimately move into rhythmic
a‘dramatic ending.

ritten for the Kelly Mill Middle School Orchestra (Blythewood, South Carolina)
Harris. In September 2013, Kristen won the Second Annual South Carolina State Fiddling

ST6365



for the Kelly Mill Middle School Orchestra
Blythewood, South Carolina; Kristen Harris, Director

PERPETUAL FIDDLE MOTION

Duration: 2:30

(ASCAP)

BRIAN BALMAGES
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