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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Philli

International Band Clinic, National Association for
School Band Directors Association, CBDNA, the K
Symphony Hall. He has also served as an Adj

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direct e FJH
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd ida. e with his
wife Lisa and their two sons.

About the Music

As the title implies, Velocity is a piece mov *ghythmic energy. Rather than being
melodically based, the music is de around the 1'hyt§*i otif in the first 2 measures of the piece.
As the music develops, tenal clus id to form and ntually a secondary idea emerges (which
happens to be the first & i ual melod@ne). A bit later in the work (measure 25),

the music is developed fur original rhythmic figure in low strings, a contrasting

rhythmic figure in the , and a harmon lodic statement that moves between violins and
ly move a unison statement as the music takes a more subdued

This second sectio
the opening

ief, still manages to move between two tonalities (A minor and D minor) before
comes back a final time. This time, the harmonic clusters are developed just a

e piece come@ powerful conclusion
alley Orchestra Guild and the West Des Moines (Iowa) Community
t was premiered by their district orchestra with the composer conducting.
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VELOCITY
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for the West Des Moines (lowa) Community Schools 5™ Grade District Orchestra

commissioned by the Valley Orchestra Guild and the WDMCS Elementary String Staff

Allegro brillante (J
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(Viola T.C.)
Viola
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Violoncello
Double Bass
Piano

Vin. 1
Vin.2
Vla.
Vel
D.B.
Piano
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