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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Philli

International Band Clinic, National Association for
School Band Directors Association, CBDNA, the K
Symphony Hall. He has also served as an Adj
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wife Lisa and their two sons.

mﬁz@me from nowhere. This overlaps with

e, what, who or even how. Voices in the
he entire work (literally sustained from the
various r oughout At times, it is the focus of the work.
At other moments, it is ob i S of co% monies; however, even in these cases, it still

About the Music

[ have always been intrigued with t
moments when [ “think I hear so
Shadows explores the idea, of a si
first note until the final

plays a vital harmonic t
G minor - G Major - C

and enables the

takes the pitch through the following tonalities:
ajor. Obviously, G is common to all of these tonalities
en the harmonies are altered and shifted.

The first presence i i rial occurs at measure 24 and is developed throughout the rest

of the wor, iti terial provides'a moment of unrest (marked agitato) as the harmonies slowly

If steps before ﬂd and powerful statement of the melody pulls the piece into the key
t ty is short-lived, as the piece quickly moves back to G Major and

til f flirtation with Eb, and ultimately coming to rest back in the key of C.

of the orchestra are asked to sing a G on the syllable “ahh” in their middle / upper
(it does not havi e in the same octave, but should not be in a low octave). They continue to do
while playing. During the penultimate chord, they should subtly switch to a hum so it is much more
ethereal. The concepbis that they enter the chord on “ahh” but then the chord is released, and the audience
is left with onl%ound of soft humming. The humming then gradually fades out before the final release.
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Duration: 4:30

commissioned by the Bridle Path / Montgomery Elementary School Select String Ensemble

Landsdale, Pennsylvania; Ralph Jackson, Director
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