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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His comp
have been performed worldw1de at the state natlonal and inter

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys g

t
seal groups.

regional honor bands and orchestras

Notable guest conducting appearanc i d the Midw s@ic, Western
International Band Clinic, National As jati usic EducQ‘s, merican
School Band Directors Association, CBE > Ceénter,'and Meyerhoff
Symphony Hall. He has also served as an Adju %umental Conducting
and Acting Symphonic Banddirector at Towson U @ ty in Maryland.

Currently, Mr. Balmages,is t irector of Instrumental‘Publications for The FJH
Music Company Inc. i erdale, Flori e resides in Baltimore with his
wife Lisa and their,

ften 1 draw inmon from composers who have significantly influenced
and contribu o usical growth. I also like to provide extensive musical
rtunities f r students and expose them to a wide range of music — that

the conce this piece emerged. While all material is completely original, the

three moveznts are inspired by the genius of Beethoven, Tchaikovsky, and Bartok.

All three ents are organized to form a sinfonietta, though it is possible to perform
indivi ements alone (particularly the first movement).

\
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The first movement, After Beethoven, draws mostly from the first movement of
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5. While no actual material from Beethoven’s symphony
ever appears, a very direct connection begins to emerge at measure 9. The form of
the two works is very similar. Both are based on a traditional sonata form, which
emerged during the Classical period. The same heroic character of Beethoven’s
famous theme is heard here in the exposition (which occurs from the beginning
through measure 41). As with the Beethoven symphony, the melody here is expanded
using different forms of imitation and sequencing (see the series of small modulations
and tonality shifts from measure 25 through 35). The development section begins at
measure 41 (paralleling the same section in Beethoven’s symphony, occurring right after
the unison horn call). Like the Beethoven, this section is centered around a different
key (G Major) and takes on a predominantly lyrical quality. In both cases, new theme
are introduced while the original theme continues to be present in a less noticeable
role. After moving through a series of chord changes (again, like Beetho
music moves into a short recapitulation (measure 59) before moving g
coda section (measure 65). This final section then builds to the end (anc
the final three spaced quarter notes at the end of the Beethoven symp

The second movement, After TchaikouvskRy, is more loosely inspired and strt
The main inspiration comes from the second movement to Tchaikovslky’s Symphony
No. 5, though general concepts of harmony and color also comé from his nocturnes,
particularly his Nocturne in C sharp minor (also written as a Ve ne in D minor for
cello and orchestra). Much like the second movement of i ’s symphony,

this movement is cast in ternary form (ABA), but on a muc e. The begl

of the movement draws on the delicate textures of ning. T

then builds into the second section, which begins at m %
through a temporary tonal shift and is more s { e of
quarter notes on beat 2). An interesting not vsky plays w1t €meter at

this point in his symphony, includji e. This sam pt is
applied here in measure 19, where in groups t , not three.
That instability is taken further with the last otes in measures
21 and 22. Finally, the A section ith a slightly di rchestration and
harmonic structure in a final no .

The final movement, After. s inspirati wo different pieces: Allegro

barbaro for solo piano, and hi for Orches this particular case, the music

is not based on for ther the overall style and color of these two works. The

character of the o bles the oper@rive of the Allegro barbaro, with a

light nod toward t nance in Bart piece. While the music continues in
the

gmnmg at measure 53 to the spectacular
1n in th ower register. As Bart6k’s music moves into the
rass, onegan also see the music of this movement moving into

s d becoming more powerful. Finally, the rhythmic drive
c@ﬁnal time and brings the entire work to a powerful finish.

the final movement of Bartok’s Concerto
artlcula s ec oments that have incredible tonal clarity

ioned by the Timberlane Middle School Orchestra of the
wo chool District (Pennington, New Jersey); Peter J. Griffin,
G. Arias, Director.

Supervis@ )
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Duration: 4:45 .. . .
commissioned by the Timberlane Middle School Orchestra

of the Hopewell Valley Regional School District
Pennington, New Jersey; Peter J. Griffin, Supervisor; Danielle G. Arias, Director
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