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The Composer

Michael S. O’Brien is an ethnomusicologist, composer, teacher and perfor
specializes in the popular and folk music styles of Argentina. His co i
string ensembles have been performed by school, universit
ensembles in the United States, Haiti, Argentina, and the Unite
been selected for All-State Honors Orchestra festivals in Ohio an
created commissioned works for middle and high school oy

schools throughout the Midwest.

As an ethnomusicologist, Michael O’'B ch in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, on folk and p %g ango,
milonga, murga, and folk music styles. He ented research
at ethnomusicology and popular music studie s U.S., Mexico,
and Argentina, and has served as assistant editor of the @ Amerlcan Music Review.

Michael O’Brien holds a P
University of Texas at A
music education from kawr
Fellow in Ethnomusi
courses in worl

master’s degree in ethmemusicology from the
s de in English and instrumental
sity. He is c@y an ACM-Mellon Postdoctoral

r Colleg ecorah, lowa, where he teaches
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jja is a mil ely couple’s dance from the cities on both sides of the
ate: Buenos s, Argentina and Montevideo, Uruguay. This piece was
inspired by orrida de sortija, a traditional game played by gauchos, or
Argentine co@s Competitors race full-speed atop galloping horses, holding
a pen-si uill or stick, which they try to thread through a small metal ring
sus out ten feet in the air. In order to win, gauchos have to be fast,

ised; and accurate — just like musicians attempting to play a milonga!

hroughout the piece by the basses (you may recognize it as a faster version of the

abanera, the Cuban dance made famous in Bizet’s opera Carmen), the two-part
structure in parallel keys (D Major and D minor), and the short percussive rhythm,
using the basses and cellos like drums, that ends the piece.

M@‘ﬂm

\Aspe s of traditional milonga style in this piece include the dotted rhythm played

String Editing: Carrie Lane Gruselle
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commissioned by the Savanna Oaks and Badger Ridge Middle School Orchestras
Verona, Wisconsin, Therese Josephson, Director

Duration: 1:45
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