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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’
compositions have been performed worldwide at conferences including the College
Band Directors National Conference, the Midwest Clinic, American String
Association National Conference, and the international trumpet, horn, tro

premieres and performances in prestigious venues

Kennedy Center, as well as performances at the ing Day Pa
As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements with numerous : al hono%
orchestras along with university and professional groups. Nota| ting appeara have included
the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, College Ba Eastern Regi onference,
and MENC. Additional conducting appearances have included enter and Meyerhoff Symphony
Hall. He has also served as an adjunct professor of instrumental'e g and Acti phonic Band
Director at Towson University in Maryland.
Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Director of Instrume ublications for The usic Company Inc. in

Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He resides in Baltimor wife, Lisa, and their sons, Jacob and Collin.

About the Musi‘ Q

It Takes One to Tango is the t a series of piecﬁnissioned to feature an advanced soloist with an

orchestral accompani remely ac ible” Originally commissioned as a euphonium solo with

a cello option, I decide sier cello @ersion so orchestras could choose to feature a grade 3
i or bring i tstanding guest soloist to play the advanced version.

rhythmic variation of a typical tango and plays with harmony and texture.

a at first and develops into a clearer form as the piece progresses.
%Aral tango rhythm and a sassy, attitude-filled response (all presented
i ceeds, the melodic lines continue to become broader, more lyrical and

n@chnical and virtuoso passage before the music begins to revert back to

n included to serve several functions. It reinforces the orchestral accompaniment, but
%?lith the soloist to help prepare for performance. It is also practical if the soloist is
e

competition and needs a piano reduction.

@was commissioned by the Barron Collier High School Orchestra (Naples, Florida) under
dam Michlin. It was premiered with Alexander Hayes on euphonium, and the cello premiere

String Editing: Carrie Lane Gruselle
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Cello Solo
(Advanced)

Cello Solo

Violin 1

Violin 2

Violin 3

(ViolaT.C.)

Viola

commissioned by the Barron Collier High School Orchestra
Naples, Florida; Adam Michlin, Director of Orchestras

Alexander Hayes, Soloist

IT TAKES ONE TO TANGO

for solo cello or euphonium and orchestra

Molto espressivo, rubato (cadenza)

BRIAN BALMAGES
(ASCAP)
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