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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madis
and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Bal
compositions have been performed worldwide at conferences includi
Band Directors National Conference, the Midwest Clinic, ican

members of leading orchestras through j

premieres and performances in pre € S Carnegie

Kennedy Center, as well as performz 'V@a Parade.
As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys e ll-state and regional

honor bands and orchestras along witt ional groups. Notable
guest conducting appearances have included (@estem International
Band Clinic, College Band Directors Eastern Regio ference, and MENC.
Additional conducting appe ces have included th nnedy Center and Meyerhoff
d as an adjunct professor of instrumental conducting
and Acting Symphonic iversity in Maryland.

Currently, Mr. Ba umental Publications for The FJH
Music Compa ida. He resides in Baltimore with his
wife, Lisa,

String Editing: Carrie Lane Gruselle



About the Music

Possibilities... was inspired by the following quote from Atlas Shrugged, written by
Russian-American novelist Ayn Rand. This was her fourth and last novel, and perhaps
her most widely known.

“Do not let your fire go out, spark by irreplaceable spark. In the hopeless
swamps of the not quite, the not yet, and the not at all, do not let the hero in
your soul perish and leave only frustration for the life you deserved, but never
have been able to reach. The world you desire can be won, it exists, it is real,
it is possible, it is yours.”*

These words carry a powerful message that will resonate with students throughout
world. It makes clear that students can and should be the master of their own destinie
It reminds us that obstacles will forever be present in our lives, and what
success is how we overcome these challenges. Will you be the one who
extinguish your fire? Or will you be the one whose fire continues to b
grows in the face of adversity, and whose world can and will be won?

In the spirit of this text, [ found myself compelled to communicate this sa D
as I heard it through music. The work begins quietly and peacefully before the phrases
start to move upward and outward. Ultimately, the music be es incredibly powerf

with a melody that soars above rich harmonies and textures. at this point that we

know — the world we desire not only can be won — it
of the piece and the focus of its title: Possibilities. ..

This is the very heart

While the piano part is required, the piece was desi rk with or wim basses
(no re-writing is required if you have no bass section). i t ose,

make sure that the ending does not sound i e ard silence,
with the idea that there are always,more pc xception.

§ entary School
Select String Ensemble in Lansdale, m{mn between director
Ralph Jackson and the compos ] ce Sculptures, have

been enthusiastically received i orld.

Possibilities... was commissioned

*Atlas Shrugged © 1957 by Ayn Rand, © Renewed 1985 by Estate of Ayn Rand
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Duration: 4:15

commissioned by the Bridle Path / Montgomery Elementary School Select String Ensemble
Lansdale, PA; Ralph Jackson, Director
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