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The Arranger

John O’Neill is a native of Upstate New York and a graduate o
and the Eastman School of Music, where he studied theor
composition with Warren Benson, Bernard Rogers,

Barlow. John taught music at the elementary, seco llege levels for e
35 years, and conducted community and semlprof
York State and the San Francisco Bay A

More recently, John has been guest Philha Q
performances of his compositions, ar mmissmned the Nevada
Arts Council to compose the official arch, Silue ge At the

march’s concert premiere, Nevada Se d him with a
Senatorial Commendation award for his wo youn n@ns, He has also
been a yearly recipient of the ASCAPlus award sinc .

John and his wife Nelle, an

of the Carson Valley V,
rural Nevada), the Car

d-winning violin makerjare cofounding directors
ol (the only comprehensive string program in
infonia (a 3 e student-community string

orchestra), and y ins, th -serv1ce string shop between
Reno and Las Vegas. his w1fe uglas County, Nevada, at the foot
of the Sier a, overlooking &e ut1 ul Carson Valley.

out th

en by Ludwig,van Beethoven between 1804 and 1808 and premiered on
ember 22, 1808, Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5 is one of the most recognized
and popu mpositions in all of classical music. The opening motif has been
desc d ate knocking on the door”. Nearly 150 years after it was written,
ted by the Americans during World War Il as a synonym for “V for
ecause of its similarity to the letter “V” as written in Morse Code (... )
er mind that it had been written by a German composer!

In transcribing the music of the great masters and making it accessible to
young string players, | endeavor to stay true to the composer’s original intent.
Watering down these works does no favor to the composer or the student.

As a teacher, I have found that students presented with simplified versions

of popular pieces like Jingle Bells or Ode to Joy quite naturally play the pieces
just the way they have been etched in their memory!

Though this is a shortened version, | have made no other changes to the
original, save for some octave adjustments and, to facilitate performance,

a change from the key of C minor to D minor. "%j/
\ﬁ" [D‘é/ -

String Editing: Carrie Lane Gruselle
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