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The Composer

Deborah Baker Monday currently teaches in the Logan City School District
Orchestra Program in Logan, Utah. She is a cello/bass specialist who works with
4th through 8th grade students in several schools. Ms. Monday received her
B.M.E. from Florida State University with an emphasis in strings and a M.M. in
composition from the University of Alabama. She began working on a D.M.A. at
Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge while teaching string classes
4th through 12th grade levels.

Ms. Monday is an active bass performer and private teacher. She

the award for “Superior Accomplishment” at the 2
Association Conference acknowledging her.e
music for young string players. Ms. Mg

Utah ASTA Composition Competiti C position Chant;Eo tions.
She continues to conduct and preseit sessi oting solid stringfteaching
through well balanced string orchestra e itions and arrange ts

Ms. Monday has many publications to dit inclu%h ee collections

h Robert S. Frost of
usy teaching schedules

and More Strings Extraordindire! She is also co-auth
Artistry in Ensembles. She an r husband, Bill, mainta

co-authored with Janice L. McAllister, Strings Extraordq, idays Extraordinaire!,

sic Q
ece inclu@y those elements which can be accomplished
S

e 1.5; but, t e of these elements makes for a spectacular

distant dr ounds almost dreamlike. The beat gets stronger, louder and
s on a full blown western saga. The low strings make the first statement of the
“frontiersmen” with a strong rhythmic accompaniment. The violins take over with a
thicker te supporting the theme. At ms. 38 a new theme appears which suggests
the entran a proud group of warriors on horses. The music suggests an encounter
w‘ge two forces with its shifting tonalities and rising intensity. The section
culminates when the first violins reach an A on their E string with repeated notes.
ecellos and basses then state the frontier theme in an augmented version. The
drama is at its highest point when the frontier theme returns in a full 4 part harmony,
and the frontier comes alive again with the characteristic sounds of its treasured history.

Frontier Phantoms is an excellent piece for studying F and F-sharp. All instruments must
use both fingerings. Each instrument also gets lots of melodic interest. Have students
practice melodic passages together before playing them as written. For example:

Cello/bass at 22 with violin 1 at 30
Violin 2/viola at 38, violin 1 at 54

Be very strict with the use of high 2 and low 2. Make sure students make the
commitment to play one or the other and not somewhere in between. Students will

really enjoy playing this exciting piece.
Dotk Bue. oniv,

String Editing: Carrie Lane Gruselle
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Duration: 5:00 Composed for the West Des Moines 5th Grade District Orchestra 2011
Commissioned by the Valley Orchestra Guild and the West Des Moines Community School
Elementary String Staff in West Des Moines, lowa
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