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MARCH OF THE SHADOWS

Brian Balmages 1

Instrumentation

- Conductor’s Full S

- Violin 1 ‘
- Violin 2 Q

- Violin 3 (V¢ T.C.)

- Viola

- Violonc 6
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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, pr
performer. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James M
and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Fl

tuba/euphonium conferences. His active schedule of
has incorporated groups ranging from elementary s
including the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra the
Umver31ty of Miami Wind Ensemble Bo

%ﬂed by
1try and he ha joyed world

uch as Ca ie/Hall and the
s Day THanksgiving Parade.

members of leading orchestras thro
premieres and performances in pres

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engag with nun@a l-state and regional
honor bands and orchestras along with university ofessional groups. Notable
guest conducting appearan ave included the Mi Clinic, Western International
Band Clinic, College Ba ors Eastern Regional ference, and MENC.

Additional conducting s have inclu he Kennedy Center and Meyerhoff
Symphony Hall. H as an adjun fessor of instrumental conducting
and Acting Symp Director at T@n niversity in Maryland.

Currently, e Directo Instrumental Publications for The FJH

Music Cor in Fort Lauder orlda He resides in Baltimore with his
, Lisa) ang ons, Jacob a lm..

out the Music

March adows is a dark, yet fun work that is designed to introduce students to
he work specifically stays away from their enharmonics so that students
ers can focus on hand position before addressing the enharmonics.

ork paints a picture of dark shadows marching in unison through hallways, dark
corners and anywhere else the imagination would like to go. Students should
embrace the dissonant lines and be aggressive so the harmonies do not sound weak
and out of place. The opening quarter notes should be broad and brooding. Take care
to use a true detaché stroke so the notes are not too short, nor too long. Students
should be encouraged to use a great deal of bow in these passages.

As most directors know, students will want to rush the pizzicato sections. Take time to
rehearse this with students so they understand how deliberate and dramatic these
passages should sound. But most of all, have a great time with this piece and all of its

sinister sounds! W ,

String Editing: Carrie Lane Gruselle
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Vin. 1
Vin. 2
Vin.3
(Vla. T.C.)
Vla.
Vel.
D.B.
Piano
Vin. 1

Vin.2
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