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The Composer

She holds a master’s degree in composi
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@
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Foundation for the Advancement of the e American‘Music Center, and
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the Brass Chamber Music m. Her compositions e been commissioned

by The Del Mar Trio, e Civic Syml%y, The Litchfield County

Children's Choir, The Conservat infonia Calcania of Boston,
and The Harford

m doesn't like having a birthday? Jeff Thomas,

hat u get for so

e fathe y@n students, suggested a piece of music! He commissioned
to write a birthday tribute that my students could play at our upcoming

ed to his wife Connie, whose birthday happened to be the

n this piece, I start out with a version of the traditional birthday

song in a w key, adding sad-sounding effects such as the descending scale and

“agonizin pensions (for extra flavor.)

u1lds in emotional duress until it suddenly slams into a new, major section,
th hat is certainly the weirdest modulation | have ever written. Now we

he birthday tune with a new twist, a sort of Calypso treatment (and don't
forget the claves and maracas!) [ added a pompous (and dellberately too -long)
coda and the piece mercifully comes to a close on “and many more..

Preparing this piece for performance, I found an easy shortcut to teaching the
triplet rhythms. Instead of explaining the mathematical ratios behind them (which
is of limited interest to, say, a ten-year-old), I instead sang the triplets on the word
“bicycle.” For instance, in the passage starting at the pick-up to m. 85,  had my
students say, “ride a bicycle, bicycle, bicycle, bicycle, bike.” It worked like a charm!

T
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Duration: 2:45 for Connie Kuhlman on the happy occasion
of her occasionally unhappy birthday
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