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The Composers

In 1991, Bert Lams, Hideyo Moriya, and Paul Richards formed the Califérnia Guitar Trio
in Los Angeles. In their first year together, they spent their days together working on new
music, and their evenings playing at all sorts of venues in Los Angeles. On E€bruary 23,
1991, they piled all of their guitars, and a small sound system into Bert's '67 Buick, to
drive to a gig at “The Bakery” on Melrose Avenué;Melrose Avenue is a bustling Street in
the Hollywood area with lots of bars, cafés, shops anéypeople of all différent nationalities,
including lots of Middle Eastern clothing siop, owners.“As they droye dowf1 Melrose
Avenue on the way to the gig, Hideyo heard semé&melodies in his head, perhaps inspired
by all the activity and people on Melrese,Avenue. After the concert at “The Bakery” they
drove back to Bert's house in Hollywood and immediately bégan‘working with Hideyo on
the melodies that he heard, in his headgthat'is the piece that bécame Melrose Avenue.

About the Music¢

This work eoniposé€d by The Califorfiia Guitar Trio is filled with energy, mystery,
exubérance, playfulness and idtrigue. Melodies flow intensely yet effortlessly through a
series of mixed meter combinatiefis, as though accompanying a dramatic but flowing
dancer.

Three of the four main sections are set on a seven beat ostinato pattern which remains
constant despitesthe shifting meters of the melody. The first section (m. 6) contains two
of the patterns supporting a 3/4, 3/4, 3/4 and 2/4 phrase with a tonic pitch of D in a
minor moderThe second section (m. 37) modulates to a G root while the melody shifts
rhythmic emphasis to alternating 4/4 and 3/4 over the ostinato. The C section (m. 81)
modulates to @remote C sharp tonic and reverses the metric emphasis to a 3/4 and 4/4
pattern.“Fhe ostinato is then abandoned for the F-root D section (m. 97) which includes
supporting material from the previous sections.

The piece contains a series of rhythmic layers whose coordination is the technical challenge.
Great precision will be required of each section in rhythm, bowing and finger placement.
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