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The Composer
Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, pr , and per er.
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison rsity is

master’s degree from the University of Miami in Flori alma works 0
symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been p, @

including the College Band Directors National and
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphoniun

commissions has included groups ra
ensembles, including the Baltimore

i
%s, and others.
He has also enjoyed world premieres in'f venues s Carnegie Hall.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements u us honor bands and
orchestras, university gro and professional ens es throughout the country:.
Notable guest conducti rances have includedthe Midwest Clinic, College
Band Directors Regio ce, Mid-Atl Wind Conductors Conference,
ass Ensem@d Meyerhoff Symphony Hall in
d as an adju essor of instrumental conducting
i * owson University in Maryland.

Baltimore. He has
and acting di

Currently; es is the Direx Instrumental Publications for The FJH
*sic Co I n Fort La al€, Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his
fepLi ons,

Jafwbllin.

out the Music
This work designed to immerse listeners into a world of dragons, wizards, and
knig stately opening suggests the introduction and departure of the hunters.
0 o eir journey, the beast is spotted and the chase begins, punctuated by
ulsating eighth notes and heavy ensemble hits. As the battle commences, the music
s into moments of intensity that are contrasted with more passive lines.

\ Ultimately, the battle reaches its peak, as both hunter and beast are stretched to
@ their maximum physical capacities. As the piece comes to a close, the hunt ends.

But the music never indicates which side is victorious—this imagery is left to the

g imaginations of the performers and audience.

While not required, percussion does play an important role in the overall texture
V and momentum of the piece. It is easily performed by one player, with snare drum

and tom-toms set up together.

String Editing: Soon Hee Newbold
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