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The Composer

Erik Morales (b. December 10, 1966) began his composing car
graduation from high school in south Florida. He studi

of Louisiana at Lafayette. Accessible at all levels, t
unique melodic and harmonic vocabular

About the

With the ai ing to end, Ghost Carnival is designed
to introd ious bowing techniques and effects. It
does so ir c p ossibleywhere techniques are not encumbered by
‘1 i o passageéa lows students to focus on the bow and the
va s

i

m

5, such as@ff tring spiccato, pizzicato, staccato, tremolo,
trills, flautando ¢ @ ing above the fingerboard, and artificial harmonics
ate a piece that string players would enjoy playing,

liss
violi
ilizing t iq
molo and — mostly on open strings
ponticello tremolo — random and on any string

artificia monics — executed on 4th nodes from principal tone
pesant avy bows

ei tion for this composition came from a local amusement park here in

ans that went out of business after much of its property was destroyed
Hurricane Katrina (August 2005). I often pass the abandoned amusement
park in the darkness of night, imagining that only the ghosts of past revelers can
now enjoy the rides. There is a certain creepiness that abounds at night in a place
that is expected to be brightly lit but subsists in darkness. A massive wooden
roller coaster frame towers in the darkness in disrepair. There is a glissando effect
at the end of the piece that reflects the final plunge of the coaster into darkness.
How can a place that thrilled so many people, that elicited boundless laughter and
excitement, now be so void of life? | attempt to address this question with some of
the melodic themes, like the one that occurs at measure 63.

Ghost Carnival was commissioned by the Brandywine School District Symphony
Orchestra, Anita Theresa Pisano, director, North Wilmington, Delaware, USA, for
debut at their First Annual New Castle County Orchestra Festival.

Goik Ynte,

String Editing: Soon Hee Newbold



commissioned by the 2009 Brandywine School District Symphony Orchestra,
North Wilmington, Delaware; Anita T. Pisano, Director
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