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The Composer

Lauren Bernofsky holds an undergraduate degree in violin a
from the Hartt School, a master’s degree in composition from

Lauren’s catalog of compositions totals over 50 wo
as well as professional musicians. She is a

American Music Center, the America :
Embassy in Iceland. She has had commissi

from groups throughout the United S , Iceland,

;t the time [ wrote this piece, my

1\ cello at the Indiana University String
acher Car, ler’asked me to write a piece for the annual

1 eed — I'm always looking for ways to make
. Cara ar&tﬁd a piece that the kids would have a great

.Ilater arr ork for string orchestra.

ath ual story would be a fun basis for the piece. And
ot really ry — well, not until the very end, but by then it’s just
. The story ef,course justifies the many unusual sound effects called for
e piece, which will broaden students’ palette of sounds that they know how
to produc heir instruments. And these sound effects, strange as they may
seem e pedagogical value. For instance, the rain sound effect, made
ﬁngers on the tops of the instruments, actually serves to develop
rved fingers in both hands. Two of the sound effects, the scuttling
d the scream, were invented by Nicholas!

ime
()

House of Untold Horrors was premiered on October 27, 2007, at Indiana University
by the String Academy cello ensemble, directed by Cara Miller. Our wonderfully
“horrible” narrator was Dr. Joss Marsh, Professor of English at Indiana University,
whom [ would also like to thank for her help in editing the text of the story.

Through a stroke of luck, we were able to arrange for Joss to narrate on the FJH

recording as well.

String Editing: Soon Hee Newbold



House of Untold Horrors
by Lauren Bernofsky

[RAIN] [Wait several seconds before beginning.]

It was raining that night, as Willoughbus Wallaby walked slowly down Nunnery Lane. It was a
light rain, a gentle rain, but just enough to send a chill [CHILL] down the spine.

Willoughbus Wallaby walked along, listening to the sounds of the night. He heard an owl [QWL],
a frog [FROG], a shark [SHARK] — [Quietly, aside] a shark? [Shake head and loo

a large porch and a light on inside. He climbed the steps up to the por
shelter from the rain [RAIN much quieter].

But not from the wind! [WIND] — that wind, that cruel, ha
his clothing as if it had chosen him, Willoughbus Wallaby,

Willoughbus Wallaby’s heart started to beat faster [HEAR
[KNOCK].

Slowly, s-l-o-w-I-y, the door opened [DOOR] [RAI
was there! Willoughbus Wallaby looked down, an
solitary ... ghostly-white ... [Look down, then

H ocked o: t&loor

ps]. But no one was ! Wait, someone
ere, standing before was a single ...

up at audiencE'n horror.] kitty [MEOW].

The kitty approached him. It rubbed it
to enter this house, and you shall never lea

g and p

y found himseﬁédrawn into that house, as if
house. thmself being drawn from room to
resence that he either see nor feel. He entered a sort of

mell in th . He heard the sound of scuttling rats [RATS].
could make ouftho es towering above him — never before had he

His eye fo e bookcases all the way up to what seemed like
| [VAMP sto [BOOKCASE] He heard, from somewhere, a clock

dly, as if to say, “Dare

But, for some reason, Willough
controlled by a force ?ter th
[VAMP] Willoughbus Wa

room, as if guided by a gh

Through the di

ﬁ]
. elt himself being drawn into the kitchen. There were those

ttli in 1! then he saw it [VAMP stops] — on the table, sitting right there
the table, just inches a rom him! Oh, it was too horrible to picture, yet picture it we must!
sitting right ther e table, on a flowery china plate wasa ... a ... a ... cupcake!
[
a ..

And o of that cupcake was sickly-looking orange frosting, and on top of that

.a...a bean! [GASP longer] And it was (could it be?), yes, the jelly bean was ...
licorice! [SC@
The sh ror of this sight was enough to shock him back into consciousness! [VAMP

res , g faster] Now, having fully regained his senses, one thought and one thought
onl ed in his mind like a strobing neon light: Escape! [HEARTBEAT, fast]

illoughbus Wallaby bolted out of the room, down the corridor, through yet more rooms,
another corridor, doors bursting open as he flew, like a rocket, through the house. He arrived
at the front entryway. But standing before him again was ... the purring kitty! However, the kitty
was no match for his frenzy, and he sped towards that front door. Oh, wait — the kitty was a
match [VAMP and HEARTBEAT stop].

[Speak simply, and with a shrug.] The kitty ate him [CHEWING].
[Speak plainly.] The end [ENDING].
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Duration: 7:00

to Cara E. Miller

HOUSE OF UNTOLD HORRORS

(For Narrator and String Orchestra) LAUREN BERNOF(SBI%
Narrator: “It was raining that night, as
Willoughbus Wallaby walked slowly down “  He heard “..afrog..”
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“... the sound of a lonely
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“But suddenly it started

>
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**Tap fingertips on belly of instrument under bridge. 5,4 25 26 27
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“He knocked
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*Play one very long, slow bow-scrunch on a fingered Precise pitch not necessary.
34 35 y y long g 37 p y

note (very heavy bow pressure so that there is no pitch).
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Vamp (J = 88)

“Willoughbus Wallaby entered the house ...."
(Cut off vamp at, “... fo what seemed like an

p  play pizz. impossibly high ceiling!”)
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*Make a scuttling sound with finger nails making little ‘ ‘
scratches down top of cello in unmeasured rhythm. Approx. 2 sec. 41 42 43
Play once after the line, He heard the sound of scuttling rats.”
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*Play a slow, upward glissando on highest string. 45




Play 9 times

J=88
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46 Note: Lower strings should

be quieter than upper strings.

‘He felt himself being drawn into
the kitchen.” (Cut off vamp at,

It

= 88)

And then he saw it.”)
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There were those rats again.
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“Yes, sitting right there on the table,

“and on top of that cupcake was a sickly

on a flowery china plate, was a ... a ... looking orange frosting, and on top of “jelly bean!”
N a...cupcake!”  ~ gasp* thatwasa..a..a.. ~
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55 *Breathe m quickly with mouth
open, to'make a gasping sound.
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a’r'f"o “The sheer horror of this sight
. yesfthe jelly bean N was enough to shock him back
. was licoricel” 9 into consciousness!”
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57 58 **Play a random high note (at end of ***Grasp highest string between

fingerboard), while holding mouth wide fingerboard and bridge, with thumb

open and eyes wide, as if screaming.

on top and fingers below, holding mouth
wide open and eyes wide, as if screaming.
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“Now, having fully regained ...”" (Repeat

11

J=88 Poco a poco accel. vamp until cut fo and go on to measure .
pizz 66, ... Oh, wait — the kitty was a match.”)
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*Start playing after ... one thought only flashed in his mind liked@™. 63 64 65
strobing neon light: ESCAPE!” Tap like a heartbeat in a tempo
independent of the other parts and slightly faster than the previous
heartbeat sound effect. Continue until vamp stops.
“The kitty ate him.” “Theend.”
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*Put bows horizontally under instrument with bow hair to instrument 20

back. Press bow sticks into the hair and rotate bows to slowly grind
against instrument back, making crunching sounds.
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