cQ’_ FJH DEVELOPING STRINGS [ESR¥

WOOD SPLITTER FANFARE

Brian Balmages

Instrumentation C 0

- Conductor’s Full S
- Violin 1
- Violin 2

U1 U1 U1 U1 Q0 Q0

ow using a high-speed sorting system for parts.
uIt all single page parts are collated before multiple page parts.

2525 Davie Road, Suite 360
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33317-7424
www.fihmusic.com



The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, pr , and per er.
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison rsity is 0
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Flori alma works
symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been p, @
including the College Band Directors National and
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphoniun
Festival, and the International Trump
commissions has included groups ra
ensembles, including the Baltimore i
Orchestra, the University of Miami W %s, and others.
He has also enjoyed world premieres in'f venues s Carnegie Hall.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements u us honor bands and
orchestras, university gro and professional ens es throughout the country:.
Notable guest conducti rances have includedthe Midwest Clinic, College
Band Directors Regio ce, Mid-Atl Wind Conductors Conference,
ass Ensem%ﬁd Meyerhoff Symphony Hall in
d as an adju essor of instrumental conducting
i * owson University in Maryland.

Baltimore. He has
and acting di

Currently, es is the Direx Instrumental Publications for The FJH
ic Co I n Fort La al€, Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his
*f .

on, JacES.

out the Music
The titi; work stems from an incident that [ witnessed while serving as a

uctor for the Deer Path Middle School Orchestras in Lake Forest, Illinois.

ing to premiere a new work (To Tame the Raging Rapids) with the group,

gues
e
watehed the orchestra perform on stage. A viola player went to put her instrument
i laying position and the chin rest slipped off. She lost her grip on the instrument,

&0

@\ instrument cracked, from the tailpiece to the top.
Q Brett Pepowski was only in 8th grade and could have completely fallen apart on

and [ watched in horror as the instrument fell to the ground. Even worse, the entire

2 stage, but I watched with amazement at how calmly she picked up the instrument
and waited for the others to finish. At that point, others were able to quickly find
another viola, and she finished the entire program. After seeing her resolve and focus

V following the incident, I knew that I would write a piece about it and dedicate it to her.

This is a reminder of how we all experience unfortunate incidents, but it is in the
aftermath of those experiences where we see the true definition of our character.
It is my hope that this fanfare will help everyone focus on the aftermath of the event —
Brett’s resolve and focus, and the maturity of those around her to continue creating
great music. This piece is a way to sustain that music-making, so we can leave the
frustrating moments behind and celebrate all that it means to be a true musician.

String Editing: Soon Hee Newbold ,%\Qv W
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for Brett Pepowski’s viola and the Deer Path Middle School Orchestras,

Lake Forest, Illinois; Sarah Truding and Diane Rener, Directors

WOOD SPLITTER FANFARE

Duration: 1:30
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