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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison
University and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida.
Mr. Balmages’s works for symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been
performed throughout the world, including College Band Directors National
and Regional Conferences, the Midwest Clinic, the International Tuba/
Euphonium Conference, the International Trombone Festival, and
International Trumpet Guild Conference. His active schedule of com

Orchestra, the University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
others. He has also enjoyed world premieres in prestigio
Carnegie Hall.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engageme

Brass Ensemble, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall in Baltimore. He he
instrumental conducting and acting director of the symphonic ba

About the Music

The original concept of this work was ce i e&e sculptures that [ had seen at various
imple‘platters of food to elaborate works of art.

venues throughout my life. It was to refl ng from s e
As I began researching the to [ stum he incre%oncept of ice hotels—temporary hotels
made entirely of snow and sculp loc here are,s ful of these amazing creations throughout

the world, reconstructed each yea

use of their depe @ e on subzero temperatures during construction
and operation.

The world’s first ice hotel was'built in Sweden. gg an exhibition area for ice art in 1989. In 1990, French
artist Jannot Derid he ion in a cy ped igloo. One evening, there were no available hotel
rooms in the area some asked for permission to spend the night in the exhibition hall, sleeping in

sleeping bags eer skin. These zme the “hotel’s” first guests.

omplete
icallydin

ocks, including the drinking glasses, plates, furniture, and even

ly of i
@h some type of fur or skin, and a mattress). It typically includes more
eption area, and chapel. Each room has a unique theme, although the hotel

cause it must be completely rebuilt from scratch. The structure typically

corporated the m amatic concept of ice hotels as well as the many people that set out to visit these

ique destinati , this work depicts both the construction of the ice hotel, the artwork that exists inside

and the spi e people that lodge within. It begins from nothing but blocks of ice and creative ideas.
é{r

pril.
continue resea% e scope of the piece changed a bit. While still paying homage to ice sculptures,

As'the archi gins to come together, the artwork soon comes to life, telling not only its own story
but the stor e individuals who created it. It also reflects the adventure and heart of those who come to
exper e these amazing creations in extreme conditions.

Toward the end of the work, the music becomes quite soft and reminiscent as the inevitable happens. The ice
melts, taking all of its stories and memories with it until the following year when new stories are told.

Ice Sculptures was commissioned by the Bridle Path/Montgomery Elementary Select String Ensemble in Lansdale,
Pennsylvania, Ralph Jackson, Director. It was premiered at the 2008 Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois.

String Editing: Soon Hee Newbold M\' W
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