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The Arranger

setting compositions and arrangements have a style
truly exceptional. Equally recognized for his contrij
he currently serves as Department Chair of Music
University in Columbus, Ohio. Mr. Sweaui

i i @ this special musical
m poem The Night Before
an homes to read the
ve.

i a
e people, ths.s( presents the perfect opportunity
p aff, or school administrators. Dress
&ro es along with black folders or simply

outfits compli with Santa hats. Between readings, the
e@al favorites and provides the audience with a
t :

® opt. pa Percussion should provide the sound of clatter

(i m@as can lids, cans tied on a string, etc.).
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. Accent the note and slide the first finger up ending on the D.

Above all else, have fun and may you enjoy this Christmas season!
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The Night Before Christmas
by Clement Clarke Moore

(Music)
Ding Dong! Merrily on High — Part |

(Narrator 1)
"Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.

[opt. pause for the sound “shh”]

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that Saint Nicholas soon would be there.
The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads.
And mamma in her ’kerchief, and [ in my cap,

Had just settled down for a long winter’s nap.

(Music)
Ding Dong! Merrily on High — Part 1l

(Narrator 2)
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,

[opt. pause for sound of clatter]

[ sprang from my bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash,

Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.
The moon on the breast of the new-fallen sno
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below,
When, what to my wondering eyes Id ap
But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reifideer,
With a little old driver, so lively and qui
[ knew in a moment it must be Sai ick.

(Music)
Jingle Bells

(Narrator 3)
More rapid than eag
And he whistled, an e

sers they cam
nd called é ame!
en!

ore theNlrricane fly,
meet with an o le,"mount to the sky.
0 the house-top the ers they flew,

e sleigh full of nd Saint Nicholas too.

(Music)
Up on the Housetop

(Narrator 4)
And then in a twinkling, | heard on the roo
The prancing and pawing of each little ho
As I drew in my head, and was turni
Down the chimney Saint Nic

[opt. pause for slide whistle foll
He was dressed all in fur,

ening his@
erry!

A bundle of toys he
And he looked like a p

His ch nose lwW!
His dre eb w,
And th

i in was as whi the snow.
pe he held ti %his teeth,
{ circled & like a wreath.
He had a broad face a it und belly,
hat shook when he ed, like a bowlful of jelly.
was chubby and plu aright jolly old elf,
I laughed w@saw him, in spite of myself.

ic)
Jolly Old S @:holas

N ()

A wink'of his eye and a twist of his head,

S&ve me to know I had nothing to dread.
e

ke not a word, but went straight to his work,

@ﬁlled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk.
nd laying his finger aside of his nose,

Q.Q

And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle.
But I heard him exclaim, ’ere he drove out of sight,

(All Narrators)

“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night!”

(Music)
We Wish You a Merry Christmas

ST6166



CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 5:30

THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS

(For Narration, String Orchestra and Percussion) Setting by
JAMES SWEARINGEN
(ASCAP)
Allegro moderato (J = 132) “Ding Dong! Merrily On High” v Poetry by Clement Clarke Moore
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Twas the

night before Christmas,

1st Narrator.
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“I sprang...
...it must be

2nd Narrator: “When
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