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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison Univer
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’s

professional ensembles, including the Baltimore Sy
Symphony Orchestra, the University of Miami Win
and others. He has also enjoyed world premi i
Carnegie Hall.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoy, ith numerou n; bands,
university groups, and professional

ghout the . Notable
guest conducting appearances have i %College Band
Directors Regional Conference, Mid-Atle d Conduc nference, the
Atlantic Classical Orchestra Brass Ensemble, and Meyer mphony Hall in
Baltimore. He has also served as an adjunct profess nstrumental conducting
and Director of the Symphoni¢ Band at Towson University in Maryland.

ector of Inst ntal Publications for The FJH
dale, Flori resides in Baltimore with his

.......... . 0‘\‘0

the Musi

Currently, Mr. Balmag
Music Company I
wife, Lisa, and the

signe young grﬁto feature a soloist, this work draws its inspiration from
passionate i d lively dance rhythms of Latin music. Commissioned
e Bridle tgomery Elementary School Orchestra (Ralph Jackson,
tor), Danza Latina was written to feature violist Adriana Linares, originally
from Vene@a. A member of the Dali Quartet, Linares frequently performs a
ived

mixture o itional and Latin chamber works. It is in this spirit that the piece

Th ng, marked Appasionato, is reminiscent of the famous Adagio movement

Conczerto de Aranjuez by Spanish composer Joaquin Rodrigo. It makes use of
varying degrees of embellishment, which increases as the section progresses. The
solo viola introduces the second half of the piece through Salsa-style rhythms and
harmomes This section continues to build, employing various techniques on the
viola including (for the advanced part) right- and left-hand pizzicato, and multiple
double, triple, and even quadruple stops. The work continues to build in intensity
as the virtuosic solo lines bring the piece to a rousing conclusion.

This work, while originally written for an advanced solo violist, has been designed
to allow for multiple performance options. In addition to the advanced solo viola
part, an easier grade 2.5 part is included for directors desiring to feature students
in their own groups. In addition, alternate violin solos (both advanced and grade 2.5)
are included as well. Optional percussion (shaker and claves) adds to the overall
texture but is not required to perform the work. Similarly, piano adds to the texture
but is not required, allowing for a great deal of flexibility.

b
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, commissioned by the Bridle Path / Montgomery Elementary School Orchestra; Lansdale, PA
CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE Ralph Jackson, Director; Adriana Linares, Viola Soloist
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