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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University and his
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’s
symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been performed throughout
including College Band Directors National and Regional C
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphonium Conference, the

university groups, and professional £ns table
guest conducting appearances have e Midwest Clinic%ge Band
Directors Regional Conference, Mid antic Wi onductorgConférence, the
Atlantic Classical Orchestra Brass Ens eyerho hony Hall in
Baltimore. He has also served as an adjun essor of i%ental conducting
and Director of the Symphonic Band at Towson Uni y in'Maryland.

Currently, Mr. Balmages is t irector of InstrumentallPublications for The FJH
Music Company Inc. i erdale, Florida, He resides in Baltimore with his
wife, Lisa, and their so

oint L t State P F%d on a peninsula formed by the confluence of the
esapeake Bay @tomac River in St. Mary’s County, Maryland. It has a

rich hist ing a great tie to the American Civil War. The Point

me a holding place for Confederate prisoners, and from 1863-1865 nearly

,000 men were held captive.

There are emnants of Fort Lincoln, which served as a Civil War fortification.

Agr own as The Friends of Point Lookout have helped to restore various

struct , such as the barracks, officer quarters, and even a portion of the prison
en.|They hold several historic programs and demonstrations throughout the year.

& Several songs are used in this fantasy. The dark opening and subsequent section is
based on The Battle Cry of Freedom by George Frederic Root. The work then moves
@ into a unique and sensitive setting of Battle Hymn of the Republic. As this section

develops, a hint of America, the Beautiful is heard, a solemn tribute to the many
costly battles that have brought us to the present.

The final section is based on When Johnny Comes Marching Home Again, another
famous song of the Civil War era. As this section continues to build furiously, a
powerful, more complete statement of America, the Beautiful returns to unify the
entire work.

Point Lookout was commissioned with a grant received by the Calvert and Patuxent
High School Orchestras (Cheryl Blockland, director) and was premiered by the
Calvert County High School Honors Orchestra.

String Editing: Soon Hee Newbold
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commissioned by the Calvert and Patuxent High School Orchestras
Calvert County, MD; Cheryl Blockland, Director

POINT LOOKOUT

CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 6:15

(A Fantasy on Civil War Songs) BRIAN BALMAGES
Adagio (J = 60) (ASCAP)
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