CONDUCTOR FJH BEGINNING STRINGS Grade 1.5
I

HEY FIDDLE FIDDLE!

Brian Balmages

Instrumentation

- Conductor’s Full S
- Violin 1
- Violin 2
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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conduct

-160

symphonic band, orchestra, and brass h ,
including College Band Directors Natio giona , L%est
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphoni he Internatio ombone
Festival, and the International Trumpet Gui 1ce. His active dule of
commissions has included groups ranging o&) professional
ensembles, including Baltimore Symphony € i m&hony Orchestra,
the University of Miami Wind Ensemble, Dominion Br ers. He has also

egie Hall.

As a conductor, Mr. Bal
university groups, and p

s engagements with numerous honor bands,
ensembles t hout the country. Notable
guest conducting a west Clinic, College Band

Directors Regional Co [@j Conductors Conference, the
Atlantic Classi d Meyerhoff Symphony Hall in
Baltlmore H served as an a rofessor of instrumental conducting
Maryland. a
Curr s is direetor ‘offinstrumental publications at The FJH Music
. in Fort Lauderd Q orida. He resides in Baltimore with his wife, Lisa.

Abou &\’lusm

ted fiddle tune begins with a unison statement of the theme, then

‘ du expands in harmony until the entire ensemble is into the groove. While

th e develops, the initial pizzicato in the low strings serves as the rhythm
section of the group. Other members of the orchestra take over this rhythm section
cluding violas (and optional violin 3), stomping and clapping as the hoedown
@ begins to roar. As is characteristic of much fiddle music, Hey Fiddle Fiddle! is based
mostly on open 4ths and 5ths. These intervals become the focus of the piece at
measure 49, where violins and violas trade phrases back and forth with low strings.
0 One final build brings the tune back for a stirring conclusion
Hey Fiddle Fiddle! can be performed at a variety of tempos and still be effective in
performance. Ultimately, strive for a tempo that feels good in 2—but it is certainly

appropriate to work in a fast 4, especially for younger students. Players should pay
close attention to accents because they are crucial to the style of the work and will

really make the music come alive.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE
Approx. Performance Time = 1:20

HEY FIDDLE FIDDLE!

200)

(ASCAP)

BRIAN BALMAGES
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