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VARIATIONS ON AN IRISH TUNE
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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, pro
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. M

Festival, and the International Trumpet

commissions has included groups rangin € ools to %nal
ensembles, including Baltimore Symph [ iami Symph@ estra,
the University of Miami Wind Ensemble ini ss, and others:. as also
enjoyed world premieres in prestigious v - Carneg'e&

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engage ous honor bands,
university groups, and professional ensembles throu the country. Notable
guest conducting appearance ve included the Mid Clinic, College Band

Directors Regional Confe
Atlantic Classical Orches
Baltimore. He has al
at Towson University 1

-Atlantic Wind Conductors Conference, the
nsemble, a erhoff Symphony Hall in
j [@ of instrumental conducting

s is director & ental publications at The FJH Music
derdale, FlO:l eresides in Baltimore with his wife, Lisa.

Currently, M

Cogany In

t the

Variations on an Irish Tune is based on The Minstrel Boy by Thomas Moore, one
of the most i@tamt figures in 19th-century Irish music. After a brief, heralding
introduc piece moves into a drone, simulating the sound of bagpipes. At
this 1% original tune is presented in its entirety. Slight variations on the

i otif then begin to appear as the work moves into a lyrical section.

ond section is not a literal variation of The Minstrel Boy; rather, the melody
\s‘based on altered fragments of the original tune. In measure 44, a minor version

the opening material is heard; and at measure 55, hints of the second half of the
tune are heard. These different motifs are combined with original material to create
the entire scope of the second variation.

The third variation restates elements of the drone, but also introduces fiddle-style
playing. The rhythmic intensity continues to build until violin 1 introduces the final
variation. The entire ensemble then builds to an exciting hoedown conclusion.

Observe all accents, particularly those in the third section that occur on offbeats.

This accented syncopation is vital to the style and should be exaggerated as much
as possible. The cello and bass lines should really “dig in” and soar at measure 93,
while upper strings perform long, accented quarter notes.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 3:50

VARIATIONS ON AN IRISH TUNE
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