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The Arranger

Dr. Robert McCashin is currently Director of Orchestras and pr.
at James Madison University, where he serves as music director a
the Symphony, Chamber Orchestra, and Opera/Theater O

from Louisiana State University, and a D, i i ting
from the University of Arizona. He reg in the
areas of conducting pedagogy and viol physiology. ashin’s
conducting schedule includes appearan i ssional orc%ras as well as

national levels. He cently elected president

district, regional, and state honor orchest a
Dr. McCashin is string editor for The FJH Music Comp‘Qc. maintains a busy
Association.

Qf the overtures written by Johannes Brahms.

songs from his day, woven together with short
ushered forth in full orchestral voice. The four songs
use which was majestically stated by the brass section
riginal, Th her, put forth by the strings; What Comes from Afar, sung
oodwinds; finally the triumphant Wherefore Let Us Rejoice, powerfully

rendered by %orchestra amidst active string lines. Careful attention has been given

to both dyn nd stylistic indications, which should be the central focus for all

member ensemble
i rangement, the work offers exciting opportunities for mature high school
1l of the primary lines are intact, just as written by Brahms. A combination
of juxtaposed and interlocking double-stops are used to maintain the sonorous depth
f Brahms’s original work; divisi are used only as necessary.

Brahms’s Academic Festival Overture, Opus 80 was first performed in January of
1881 at the University of Breslau, with the composer conducting in honor of his
receiving an honorary doctorate from the institution two years previous.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 6:30 AC ADEMIC FE, STIVAL OVERTURE
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