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PROGRAM NOTE

We close our concert this evening with a piece written to bring musicians of all ages together i

celebration. The\piece reflects the idea
that every performer on stage, no matter their experience level, began their musical journey with ps and COW w - both musically

and personally - through playing together. Each section in every group contributes to this piece highlighting the joy of maki as a community. First
Steps Together serves as a reminder that this performance is not an ending, but the beginning of many steps still to

Massed band performances - is there anything like it in instrumental musi ing my 22 years school teaching, | did this several times
with my students in grades 7-12. Some directors who do grades i . irector tea us aborate and communicate for months to
make that musical moment happen. Wherever you find yourself on t - this piece is for @A

completing their firstfy arﬁtruction on their instrument and a senior at their final
performance, there are obviously some big differenceg dents must take stepM ve - sometimes a scale step, sometimes in different
aspects - and getting them to take steps w band. For younger students, it possibly sits them next to their
musical role models. For mid-level students’it ong and still have,mueh to look forward to. For older students it challenges them to

lead by example, and when possible, help th tep forwari

At the heart of the work is the idea of s i e melodic linesgBirec t all levels working on this piece can reinforce scale accuracy. Another
aspect vital to conveying the intent of t i ng the band t ith dynamic contrast that is never louder than their most beautiful, resonant
tone. The section at 33 provide for call and resp tw e groups to highlight where students start and where they finish. At measure

reate a small chamber like moment that contrasts nicely against passages played

by the full ensemble. Encourage eac 0 play with chara tic tone and even articulation that allows each note to speak.

| am deeply appreciative team at RWS Music to provide music like this for such an opportunity for your program. Your
work to inspire yo ents build a strong band in your community is never more important than it is right now. | thank you in advance for
your supporof this pe that this pi es your band program well as all students take First Steps Together.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

WM Trav Weller (1973) is currently serving as the Assistant Chair for the Music Department at Messiah University. In addition to that
? position, e, is the Director of Music Education. His duties at Messiah include supervising instrumental music education students,
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