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PROGRAM NOTE

As the label suggests, a “prelude” originally served as an introductory piece, a preamble to som g more subst . With the collecti n@s 28 (1839),
the Polish Romantic composer Frédéric Chopin revolutionized the genre. Not only did he assert e endent pieces,{zapa le of standing

e d,” and the others
are the accompaniment to this gorgeous melody spannlng the range of the cello. The Prelude in B IV

0.6 of this gro g collection of pieces
is like its companions, in that it is quite short, and explores only a single emotional world. Enter that Ilttle world and wh find and feel in it.

The other parts ae\ less challenging and should not require
wn to B. N(&Qn that string are notated with diamond-shaped
inGere

if they were regular notes on the C string; however, they
will sound a half-step lower than written. This may be & &p ce in performance, and my student found it engaging.

Everyone is riveted by that open B!

first, but | have use

| hope you enjoy working and presenting wh

Please visit my composer page at rws

COMPOSER

as Professor Emeritus from Transylvania University in 2024. His 39-year service at Transylvania followed five
of public school teachin irginia and Texas. Throughout his career, he has conducted both bands and orchestras, and taught
gs\in music education, %heory, and conducting, as well as writing for first-year students in the university’s liberal arts

m. He has gu d, adjudicated, and presented in most regions of the United States, as well as in Australia and
. Dr. Hawkins c@serves as Orchestra Editor for RWS Music Company. He and his wife Cyndee, a retired public school
and directop, hav adult sons, two lovely daughters-in-law, and two perfect grandchildren.
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To Gregory Partain, artist and friend

PRELUDE IN B MINOR

Conductor Score (Solo Cello or Cello Section Feature) Frédéric Chopin

RWS-2688-00 . Trans. by Ben Hawkins (ASCAP
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Tune C string to B. Notes on C string
(diamond shape) will sound 1/2 step
lower than notated/fingered. ax 1
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