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PROGRAM NOTE

The Three Preludes for piano are the only solo piano works by George Gershwin (1898-1937) S ark, “l don’t
think jazz will ever be appropriate for concerts. They won’t get it,” was proved wrong by the spec 3 924 of “Rhapso&Bﬂlue. " The Preludes
were premiered by the composer in December 1926, in New York City, as members of a set of fiV ere never publish nd are lost, as are
two others which are thought to have been written. One journalist of the time even asserted that Gershw ually intende@% preludes, following
the models of J. S. Bach, Chopin, and Debussy. Sadly, we are unlikely ever to know,

ts that precede and follow it. Int ly, it also reveals an alternation of
to unfolding in support of a lone Violin with the main tune. Perhaps
is melody features rval or a rising minor third that falls back
Love, Harlem S , Concerto in F, and others. The character

The Second Prelude provides a slower, more reflective contrast to the faster movi
styles and tempos. The prelude opens with a slow, bluesy, somewhat lan
suggesting reflected light on a rain-dampened city street in the wee hours
on itself. This was one of Gershwin's favorite thematic ideas, one t
of this idea is a central factor in the “jazz/blues” character of the co

erent, a@lli swing-style melody in the low strings accompanied by
y Street into a brightly lit party scene, riotous with laughter

2ned a door from our quiéhgcit
ough the door,ié r, more subdued environment. A final chord unfolds and

banjo-like strumming in the upper instruments. It is as
and dancing. After a short time, though, in
then dissipates like a wisp of fog.

ylvania University in 2024. His 39-year service at Transylvania followed five
exas. Throughout his career, he has conducted both bands and orchestras, and taught

uest conducted, adjudicated, and presented in most regions of the United States, as well as in Australia and
0. Dr. Hawkins currently, s as Orchestra Editor for RWS Music Company. He and his wife Cyndee, a retired public school
d difector, have two adult @/o lovely daughters-in-law, and two perfect grandchildren.
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SEECOND PRELUDE

Conductor Score George Gershwin
RWS-2687-00 Trans. by Ben Hawkins (ASCAP)
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SECOND PRELUDE

tutti

ml

o e
\_/
IIT

®

L4

v ¢ &

\_/

14

L4

el v -

L1 L2

0

Y & " O

N s ———

-L4

R

#

oJ

Vin. 1

e 1 QL
JuE =)
2
TTe QL
NS
PEL ) 1 QL
m o
~
TT® QL
NI
21 Y 1 QL
| %
AL ) 1QL
oyl
AC 2L ) 1 QL
Il =
L) 1Q L
e il
N m; 1
A

Cello

DB



SECOND PRELUDE
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SECOND PRELUDE

Slightly faster, a la swing
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SECOND PRELUDE
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SECOND PRELUDE
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SECOND PRELUDE

Solo
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