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PROGRAM NOTE

Betsy's Blues brings together the creative talents of composer Lorrie Baum and her sister, Be

and spirited pi g orchestra.
The result is a work that invites young musicians into the world of blues, offering an approachab ence that high’(sthe joy of ensemble

playing. :
The blues is a style of music and a musical framework that first emerged in the Deep South of the United States th 19th century, especially
within African American communities. This genre grew out of spirituals, worl gs, field calls, shouts, chants, mple narrative ballads rooted in

African-American traditions. Traditionally, blues music began as a slow and expre
time, the blues evolved and inspired new styles, some of which became
Key features of the blues include a call-and-response pattern, distinctive
structure, which remains a foundation for countless songs across

orm, often reflecting the strugg d emotions of everyday life. Over
rgetic and livelier, such as jazz, rhiythm and blues, and rock and roll.
gnizable chord p jons—most notably the twelve-bar blues

T0 GO nuclx‘
Since students may be playing jazz for th t time, th way to introw ents. Explain that a "blue note" is a note played or sung a
e
piece.

half step lower than usual—often the third;fift to add feelin ession. Point out the blue note in the Bass at the start and in
other instruments in measure 5, and encoura examples j

Although the Piano and Drum Set part ill add a great@ st1o the piece and enjoyment for students and audiences.
Be sure students understand h he slides at meas an

The section from measure 61 to me Id be repeated muliple times to allow for ad-lib student solos. In that case, Viola and Cello would drop out

to allow the soloists to enter stage.
Please visit my co Q ge smusic.com to cor@fw Ba,u,m,
ABOUT THE COMPOSER
Lorrie Baum is d music educator and composer of band, orchestra, choir, and chamber music. Baum’s works have been

perf d worldwide, including by brass groups from Pershing’s Own Army Band in Arlington, VA, at the Eastern Trombone
Worksh nd at the 2024 Midwest Clinic in Chicago, IL.

Lor tensive teaching career spans over 30 years, primarily within the Denver Public Schools, where she nurtured the talents of
-12°students in band, orchestra, and vocal music. Lorrie continues to inspire young musicians through her published works, which
idely used by school and professional bands, orchestras, choirs, and chamber ensembles.

ince retiring from full-time teaching in 2014, Lorrie Baum has dedicated herself to composing and performing. She regularly plays

bass guitar in a women’s duo, continuing to share her musical talents with live audiences. Outside of her musical endeavors, Lorrie
ing} photography, playing golf, and hiking in the idyllic Rocky Mountains.
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