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INSTRUMENTATION

RWS Symphony Band Series

PROGRAM NOTE
Cosmic Harmonies is a concerto for Oboe and band by composer Robert W. Smith. Written for Dr. Jillian Camwell, the three movements of the piece were 
inspired by three works by artist Fred Nall Hollis, housed at Troy University.

The third movement, Oh No Ringo! is named after an anecdote told by the artist. Nall recalls that Beatles drummer Ringo Starr was with him in the studio 
when he was working on a piece of art entitled Cosmic Harmonies.  As Nall dripped red paint onto the canvas, Ringo cried out that he was ruining the painting.  
Nall simply replied, “What do you mean, ruin it? It’s my painting.  Do I tell you how to drum?!”

This final movement of Cosmic Harmonies is based on that moment with Ringo Starr and the ongoing love the Beatles had for Nall’s art. The juxtaposition of 
the oboe in a rock-influenced musical setting creates a compelling musical environment for the soloist and audience alike. 

This movement of the work was published after Robert W. Smith passed away on September 21, 2023. Special thanks to Dr. Joseph Earp for his time and 
expertise in reviewing, editing, and creating the additional oboe part.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Robert W. Smith (1958-2023) is one of the most popular and prolific composers in America today. He has over 600 publications in 
print with the majority composed and arranged through his long association with Warner Bros. Publications and the Belwin catalog.

Mr. Smith’s credits include many compositions and productions in all areas of the music field. His original works for winds and 
percussion have been programmed by countless military, university, high school, and middle school bands throughout the United 
States, Canada, Europe, Australia, South America and Asia. His Symphony #1 (The Divine Comedy), Symphony #2 (The Odyssey), 
Symphony #3 (Don Quixote), Inchon and Africa: Ceremony, Song and Ritual have received worldwide critical acclaim. His educational 
compositions such as The Tempest, Encanto, and The Great Locomotive Chase have become standards for developing bands 
throughout the world.

Mr. Smith’s music has received extensive airplay on major network television as well as inclusion in multiple motion pictures. From professional ensembles such 
as the United States Navy Band, United States Air Force Band, Boston Pops and the Atlanta Symphony to school bands and orchestras throughout the world, 
his music speaks to audiences in any concert setting. As a conductor, clinician and keynote speaker, Mr. Smith has performed throughout North America, Asia, 
South America, Europe and Australia. His music has been recorded by various ensembles and is available on CD and download through iTunes, Amazon, and 
other recorded music outlets.

Mr. Smith founded the RWS Music Company in 2015 where he served as President/CEO. In addition, he led the Music Industry program at Troy University in Troy, 
Alabama where his teaching responsibilities were focused in the areas of music composition, production, publishing, and business.
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(for	Solo	Oboe	and	Band)	
(Movement	3	from	Cosmic	Harmonies)
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