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PROGRAM NOTE
In 1924, the Vienna Philharmonic asked Richard Strauss to compose a short fanfare to open their centennial ball — an annual gala that raised funds for the 
orchestra’s pension program. Strauss responded with a piece that perfectly captured the orchestra’s sense of dignity and celebration.

The Vienna Philharmonic Fanfare was performed as guests entered the grand ballroom of Vienna’s Imperial Palace, setting the tone for the evening with its 
ceremonial brass calls and stately rhythm. Though lasting less than two minutes, it embodies the kind of grandeur that defined Strauss’s music — confident, 
brilliant, and unmistakably Viennese. The work became a long-standing tradition, still used to open the Philharmonic Ball a century later. It has since taken 
on a life beyond its original purpose, performed around the world as a symbol of occasion and prestige — even featured in modern state ceremonies, such 
as the 2023 coronation of King Charles III. More than a concert opener, the Vienna Philharmonic Fanfare remains a snapshot of Vienna’s musical identity: 
elegant, proud, and unmistakably tied to the legacy of one of the world’s great orchestras.

This arrangement was commissioned by the Rouse High School Band from Leander, Texas, under the direction of Ryan Johnstone, and premiered at the 2026 
Texas Music Educators Association Convention in San Antonio, Texas.
. 

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR
Strauss’s Vienna Philharmonic Fanfare was written to open a grand occasion, and its performance should convey ceremony, clarity, and restraint. Avoid 
rushing the tempo—allow space between phrases so the music feels dignified rather than urgent. Dynamic contrast is key: reserve full volume for climactic 
statements, and shape longer notes with subtle swells to maintain energy.

Balance is especially important in the wind ensemble version. The brass should project with brilliance, but not harshness, while woodwinds add warmth and 
depth without clouding articulation. Focus on unified attacks and clean releases to preserve the precision of Strauss’s writing.

For Timpani, two players may be used as in the original, creating a wider, more antiphonal effect. When performed by a single player, careful attention should 
be paid to tuning, and quick changes—clarity of rhythm and tone is more important than power. 

Whether performed by brass alone or full ensemble, the work should feel stately, confident, and unmistakably celebratory. Enjoy and please visit my composer 
page at rwsmusic.com to connect!

(Bio on page 16)
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Evan VanDoren is an in-demand music composer regularly commissioned to create engaging & award-winning music for marching 
bands and concert ensembles at all skill levels. Evan’s music is regularly performed around the country, including premiere 
performances at the Texas Music Educators Association Convention and the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic.  In 2025, Evan was 
recognized as a National Finalist for The American Prize in Composition for his works, Luminosities & Prophetic Dances.  
 
Evan serves as the brass composer & arranger for the Santa Clara Vanguard Drum and Bugle Corps, based in Santa Clara, California.  
Additionally, Evan is an active clinician who has presented at various events, including Drum Corps International, the Music Educators 
National Convention, the Texas Bandmasters Association, the Texas Music Educators Association, and Music for All. He regularly 
consults with music programs across the nation.
 

Before devoting his life to creating music, Evan was a band director at Cedar Park High School in Cedar Park, Texas. During that time, the band was awarded 
multiple marching state championships and national recognition. He received a Bachelor’s in Music Education with Honors from Butler University in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Currently, he lives in Cedar Park, Texas, with his wife, Katie, daughters Anna & Sara, and their dog, Cooper.
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